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Whidbey Native Connections Initiative Newsletter 
February 2026 

 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 11, 6:30 PM-8:00 
PM: Native Connections Zoom Gathering 

(Find the Zoom link in your inbox.) 
 
This month, we’ll be gathering with the 
intention of leaning in and listening to each 
other.  For many months we have offered 
you presentations, but now we find we are 
hungry to hear your voices.  Why do you 
keep attending (or are you just starting to 
attend now?  Welcome!)   
 
This is our fourth year of convening these 
gatherings, sending newsletters, and 
showing up when we are invited.  We’ve 
been slowly growing relationships, 
emphasizing our commitment to educating 
ourselves about Indigenous history and 
contemporary issues, and learning ways to 
support the Indigenous people whose 
homelands we occupy.   
 
In November, the sduhubs (Snohomish), 
led by Carly Mathews, shared the history of 
the Snohomish Tribe, how it is that they do 
not have Federal recognition, and ways 
that we might be able to step up as allies 
for them.  Many of you have asked for 
some way to get to know each other, to 
give back to the Snohomish in reciprocity 
by sharing our stories, and have a 
discussion about how to live here with 
integrity, every day.  
 
In our upcoming gathering, we’ll break into 
small groups and listen to each other, and 
come back together to harvest the nuggets 
of what has been spoken.  We’ll set up the 
small groups with a host who can keep the 
circle on focus. You can choose to join a 
small group or spend the time journaling or   
in silence.  
 
We hope you’ll join us on Wednesday! 

 
 

 
 

 
As gkisedtanamoogk, (enrolled 
Wampanoag) said in the book, The 
Gatherings: Reimagining 
Indigenous-Settler Relations: 
 
“It’s not about building the great 
ark and shipping everyone back 
to Europe or wherever they came 
from. It’s about how we live 
together in this shared space. For 
me, the ideal is for people to have 
the same love for the land, and for 
being part of the land, as we have. 
It’s on that basis that one can be 
here legitimately.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What might it feel like to you, 
 to be here legitimately? 
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Cynthia Campbell (sduhubs or Snohomish) was invited by the city of Lynnwood to create 
designs in collaboration with the Snohomish Tribe that would be wrapped around two power 
boxes. She shared her story with us for the newsletter. 
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BEAVER TALES and the sʷədəbš Cultural Center & Creative Hub Updates:  STILL HERE 

 

“Late 2025 brought a significant transition for Beaver Tales Coffee.  After a prolonged period of 

navigating conditions that made it difficult to do our work well, we made the decision to step away 

from that environment.”  With help from many hands, they moved out of the Coupeville wharf. As 

they said, “What we are doing can happen anywhere people are willing to engage.  Releasing the 

space opened the work –allowing it to move, grow, and meet people where they are.” 

 

“The work of Beaver Tales Coffee and the sʷədəbš Cultural Center & Creative Hub continues—

now with greater flexibility, reach, and focus.” Watch for monthly potlucks on third Thursdays from 

6-8pm. Get timely updates by following them on Facebook or subscribing to their newsletter (click 

here, then scroll down to Sign Up).  

 

 
____________________________________________________ 

 

ALL MY RELATIONS PODCAST:  Latest Episode: Creation Histories 

 

In the new episode of All My Relations (@amrpodcast), Matika Wilbur and friends talk about why 

upholding Indigenous creation histories and values matters now more than ever. They contrast  

Indigenous teachings with the rise of Christian nationalism.   

Indigenous worldviews center relationality and kinship.  

Christian nationalism centers domination and exclusion. 

The future depends on which stories we choose to live by.  

 

 

 

MOON OF THE WINDY TIME: from the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 

  

Swinomish You Tube for the Moon of the Windy Time 
The Moon of late January/February is Moon of the 
Windy Time. During this month, stories are told, nets are 
mended, and the community comes together to share 
culture. Watch this Swinomish YouTube to learn how to 
mend your nets, weave a cattail mat, listen to the 
Sasquatch Story, and learn about various healing salves 
and tinctures that the Tribal Community makes. 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/beavertalescoffeeLLC/videos/
https://www.beavertalescoffee.com/
https://www.beavertalescoffee.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/creation-histories/id1454424563?i=1000747023150
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2ZwVcUWHk4
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ACTION REQUEST to Stand with the Duwamish Tribe—Comments due Feb 15 

The City of Seattle has released a Downtown Seattle Regional Center Plan draft. The current 
draft excludes the Duwamish Tribe and erases the reality that the Duwamish Tribe still exists 
and is still here in Seattle. The draft starts with a land acknowledgment that talks about 
Duwamish descendants being enrolled in six other federally recognized Tribes, but does not 
mention the Duwamish Tribe. 
 

The draft is open for public comment until February 15th, and we encourage everyone to submit 
comments to make it clear that those of us who live, work and play in the greater Seattle area 
demand that the City of Seattle tells the truth that the Duwamish Tribe is still here. 

 

Go to the Network For Good Page and fill out the survey in support of the Duwamish. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

"ROOTS OF INJUSTICE, SEEDS OF CHANGE: Toward Right Relationship with Native Peoples" 

In this 2-hour participatory program, we experience the history of the colonization of Turtle 
Island, the land that is now known as the United States. The story is told through the words of 
Indigenous leaders, European/American leaders, and Western historians. We engage with this 
history through experiential exercises and small group discussions. And we are invited to 
consider how we can build relationships with Indigenous peoples based on truth, respect, 
justice, and our shared humanity. Facilitated by TRR’s Native and non-Native teams. 
Appropriate for high school students and adults. 

Sunday, February 15th, 1-3pm PT. REGISTER HERE 

Sunday, March 22nd, 1-3pm PT. REGISTER HERE 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

News Organizations to Follow 

 

Now more than ever, it’s essential that we keep our eyes on how Tribes and Native communities 

are losing ground or persisting with struggle, under the current administration.  Some have been 

able to push back.  Every day there are urgent messages to send to legislators and heads of 

governmental branches. Every day a new rally or protest.  Do what you can with the time, energy, 

and privilege you have.  And take time out to walk in wild places. 

 

Native News Online: https://nativenewsonline.net/  

Northern Cheyenne Push Back against the Trump administration’s effort to alter Little Big 

Horn’s History.  The administration has been trying to reshape historical narratives that Tribes 

have long fought to make visible and true. Earlier this week, the Northern Cheyenne Tribal 

Council unanimously passed a resolution that opposes any change to the current language 

that describes broken promises to Native American tribes and references the loss of 

Indigenous culture and language caused by federal boarding school systems. 

 
So It Never Happens Again 

The Sand Creek Massacre Foundation, together with the Arapaho and Cheyenne people, 

implore us to learn from our past so that no one else will have to suffer like their ancestors. 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eMt0x2MKQd1jQ-2Fn-2B7JJ7a-2FkdUIo-2F0Oy23rrNTPHg9jxI9jRnka04CiTiXcqCJkRfac7-2BfmDjQQFlR6jtlFCFlyr41F90ZMs02TjNjfR-2B2YZGyb008WzQQXSKv2FIG9iQnAjpqlZ9mMdZLJM2mG13KD59e8wHb7Sy94RGa0GnKP34h11LJAwcjYTAhSss2H7Upg-3D-3DZZrC_Dbgngm2n9Vx3fskp1Z3-2BxWCqjuObmrYOgYJtS0hc8tbIfJdwusTIpWx9-2BRRvVdmbs88knkQ5CIEAm5Soc3DPIZ5978QnY0jQ7cdyNaJtgObXr5J4TJK3wkZaADSYpezUkkPFmROyh94W6VneJvOUw1kTYoJ9jv3VYBMLIP-2BCp4fOmyIkmJOoo0Acem2lY9Ff3qWsN9TcZ-2Fue-2FaXm3iJxeGD7cc7Jv0qq9mhzfgoxLxcOW3Gu0zi59TCtwCPgMrN-2FO1ijGfotprIqBCG3QC7FfVK7Y2AKSvyA-2B1v8DxSgTn4Tvi7wyQH9e7Yq7Oo1Y460kgkSY52SDTZ5Ixp6YbpBQsKfGecpYWDw6cAGWfIPhVo-3D
https://duwamishtribe.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/4483992?recipient_id=EOaLgXLwdH-MzNw3RA51wQ||NGJhdHNAaXhvcmV1cy5jb20=
https://friendspeaceteams.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxMzY3IiwiNzQ0NDFhNWQ1ZWExNDdkOWUwMTY0ZjQyYjk1MjNmNDIiLCIxNTYzIiwiOGFjNjA5MDc4YWFhIixmYWxzZV0
https://friendspeaceteams.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxMzY3IiwiNzQ0NDFhNWQ1ZWExNDdkOWUwMTY0ZjQyYjk1MjNmNDIiLCIxNTYzIiwiZTc0NjdhYjYxODRkIixmYWxzZV0
https://nativenewsonline.net/
https://nativenewsonline.net/sovereignty/northern-cheyenne-push-back-against-trump-administration-s-effort-to-alter-little-bighorn-history
https://mailchi.mp/sandcreekmassacrefoundation.org/statement?e=e2ca06ac17
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Native Organizers Alliance Action Fund 

Almost daily this group suggests letters to write to legislators, Interior Secretary, DHS Tribal Affairs 

Director, and numerous other people in power. Grassroots 

organizing to speak up as allies as the administration 

continues to remove Indigenous history, target Indigenous 

people for deportation, and trample Treaty rights and basic 

citizen rights for Indigenous people and communities around 

the country. 

 

ACTIONS TO TAKE:   Stay informed by the Friends Committee on National Legislation,  

(FCNL) focused on Indigenous issues. You can sign up with FCNL for monthly justice 

updates. This group makes it easy to take appropriate action.  “The federal government 

has a trust responsibility to protect and enhance tribal self-determination and prosperity. 

FCNL advocates for legislation that will protect tribal sovereignty and treaty rights.” 

 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

INDIGENOUS NEWS SOURCES and Resources for Action:  

If you'd like to stay current on the news from Indigenous people and their communities, here are 

some excellent sources:   

Underscore Native News (Indigenous-centered journalism in the Pacific Northwest)  

Native News Online 

Indian Country Today 

High Country News, Indigenous Affairs 
 

 

–––––––––––––––––– • ––––––––––––––––– 
The UUCWI and WIFM convene on the traditional lands  

of the sduhubs (Snohomish People), the Lower Skagit People, Swinomish, and Samish.  

Descendants of these Tribes have lived here continuously since time immemorial.   

Many other people of Coast Salish Nations utilized the coast and nearby waters, and still do.  

We acknowledge the significant ways the Native People, their families and their communities are still here, 

continuing to steward this island in ways physical, spiritual, political, and social. 

We honor the elders of the past, present, and future, with profound gratitude. 

 

Whidbey Native Connections Initiative 

is a justice initiative of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Whidbey Island, (UUCWI) and is  

supported by UU infrastructure, visionary foundations, and regional and national social-justice sister organizations,  

such as JUUsticeWA. We are also supported in numerous ways by Whidbey Island Friends Meeting (WIFM) 

and the broader Quaker justice work. 

 

Contact us at nciwhidbey@gmail.com 

 

Let us know if you’d like to unsubscribe. 

 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/stop-removing-our-history-and-immediately-restore-the-exhibits-and-signs-that-have-been-removed
https://www.fcnl.org/issues/native-americans
https://www.underscore.news/
https://nativenewsonline.net/
https://ictnews.org/
https://www.hcn.org/topic/indigenous-affairs/
mailto:nciwhidbey@gmail.com
mailto:nciwhidbey@gmail.com?subject=Unsubscribe
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