
Democracy in Action 
Celebrating the Women of the 116th Congress
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Meet Cheryl at an opening reception - Saturday, Sept 7, 4:00 - 7:00pm.
A second reception will be held Sunday, Sept 8, 11:00am - noon. 

20103 State Route 525, Freeland, WA 98249
Located in the UUCWI entrance foyer, the gallery has no regular hours but artwork can be 

viewed at events and meetings in the building. Phone 360-321-8656.

Cheryl Lawrence

The ancient Japanese stencil dyeing process of katazome meets present 
day in the work of local fiber artist Cheryl Lawrence, on display in the 
UUCWI art gallery September through mid-November, celebrating the 
historic women currently serving in US congress.

From Cheryl: "January 2019 saw the confluence of several events: the 
largest number of women ever had just been sworn into the United 
States Congress; I was participating in a group discussing Brené 
Brown's most recent book (Dare to Lead); and I was actively looking 
for a new art project involving people or faces. When I read an article 
about the one hundred and thirty-one women serving in the 116th 
Congress, I knew I wanted to celebrate these women by creating fabric 
portraits of each of them in the form of 
one hundred and thirty-one prayer flags.

My prayer flag portraits are a prayer to the courage these 
women need to serve our country; they are a prayer for their 
safety from physical, emotional and psychological dangers; 
they are a prayer that the ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment will result from the critical mass of women work-
ing in our congress; they are a prayer that all women may 
find the courage to live their values and realize their dreams.
My vision for this project grew to include a local group of 
20 women, friends and neighbors, gathering regularly in 
my studio, lending their creativity, hands and hearts to this 
project by choosing decorations for each portrait. I dubbed 
them the Bead and Button Squad. We worked in community, 
commenting on each other's flags, discussing the work of our 
squad as well as the work of democracy in America. The 
result is a potpourri of diverse styles which reflect both the 
congresswomen and the strength and reality of America in 
2019. My squad and I are and were democracy in action, of-
fering our creativity in support of our values and hopes.  
May each viewer find both inspiration and confirmation of our 
greater humanity in these flags."

Cheryl was introduced to katazome in 1990, and has been exploring its possibilities ever 
since. In addition to working on fabric, Cheryl has applied katazome to a variety of 
media including copper and stone. She has installations in the United States and Brazil, 
and has had numerous solo and group exhibitions in Washington State. 


