
April 8, 2018 -- Let Us Pray   
Guest Speaker: Joseph Bednarik             Worship Leader: Mavis Cauffman 
 
Prelude -- Gracias Por El Amor by Clif Hardin - Choir 
 
Our Opening Words are by Mary Oliver ... this is her poem PRAYING  
  

It doesn't have to be 
the blue iris, it could be 

weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 
small stones; just 

pay attention, then patch 
  

a few words together and don't try 
to make them elaborate, this isn't 

a contest but the doorway 
  

into thanks, and a silence in which 
another voice may speak. 

 
Welcome to our Worship Service --  
As chair of the worship ctte I'm sometimes asked what we mean by "worship" 
here in a Unitarian Universalist congregation.  It seems the most common 
meaning in other mainline denominations is paying homage to a deity. But we 
look back to the definition of the word -- from the old English, weorþscipe -- 
shaping worth -- addressing what is important and worthy in our lives, talking 
about our values, coming together to inspire and connect.  This may be a 
non-traditional interpretation, but UUs have long been heretics -- another 
word with a loaded meaning.  A heretic is simply a person holding an opinion 
at odds with what is generally accepted.  Our heretical origins come from 
believing in a unity of spirit - not the trinity -- and in universal salvation rather 
than damnation.  So, welcome to this community of heretics.  You are 
welcome regardless of the spiritual path you've taken to arrive here.  We're a 
community that puts no constraints on your personal spiritual beliefs -- as 
long as you're looking for ways to find and work for more compassion and 
love and justice in the world, you are welcome here. 
 
Guests?  Please stay for conversation and refreshments  ..... 
 
Announcements -- esp. the Workshop on Advance Directives next Sat. 
 
Deep breath -- settle into worship -- Andrea -- Chalice Lighting 



 
Chalice Lighting :   
First Fire (adapted), by Rev. Barbara Pescan 
High above us the sun shines 
Below our feet the earth still simmers with its first fire. 
Somewhere between the stars and the earth’s core  
We live and weep 
We ask and laugh, and answer. 
We light our chalice in amazement at such wonders abounding. 
 
*Affirmation   
Love is the spirit of this congregation and service is its practice. This is our 
great covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek truth in love, and to help 
one another. 
*Hymn #123, Spirit of Life  (sing twice) 
 
Time for all Ages   Thanks, Please, Oops, and Wow!  
   *Youth take the love of our community to their classes, as we  
 form an arch and sing The Gift, printed inside the front cover  
 of the hymnal. 
 
Joys and Sorrows - 
We all carry burdens and challenges unseen by others.  Hopefully, we also all 
experience joys as a balance.  If you have a personal ... 
 

Hymn #391, Voice Still and Small 
 

Offering and Offertory: The 23rd Psalm     Choir 
Unlike some denominations, UU congregations are each completely self-
supporting.  We receive no financial support from any parent organization.  
Quite the inverse -- we donate $60/member/year to the UUA and another 
$27/member/year to the District to support broad programs that individual 
congregations do not have the resources to administer.  We have been the 
beneficiary of such programs -- we're receiving help in our ministerial search 
process and, 10 years ago, the UUA underwrote the mortgage on this 
building at a very favorable interest rate.  That happened BECAUSE we are - 
and have always been -- a member congregation in good standing with the 
UUA.  So we need financial contributions and pledges to pay our mortgage 
and staff and to keep the lights on. I hope you consider this congregation 



worthy of your support.   
 
Reading: The World Has Need of Us, by Ellen Bass  Joseph Bednarik 
 
Sermon: Let Us Pray 
 
*Hymn #21: For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
Benediction and Extinguishing of the Chalice (Joseph) 
 
Postlude -- Deep Peace by Steve Kupferschmid - Choir 
 
 
   
 


