
Th is I Believe

Good morning, my name is Johannes Meyling. While living here on Whidbey Island in 
2009 I had a series of deep psychological and spiritual experiences that truly elevated my 
motivation regarding pursuits I have internalized since my youth. I am not going to share those 
psychological and spiritual experiences with you here and now today, but I would like to share 
a particular result of them; a revelation through spiritual epiphany of God revealing Itself in the 
Universe to us through physical phenomena and mathematics that I have come to understand. 
I hope I can package it within a revealing philosophy here and allow you to take it home with 
you. It is a philosophy I call the Philosophy of Permanence.

In the woods, we return to reason and faith. Th ere I feel that nothing can befal me in life, - no 
disgrace, no calamity, (leaving me my eyes,) which nature cannot repair. Standing on the bare 
ground, - my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplift ed into infi nite space, - all mean egotism 
vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball. I am nothing. I see all. Th e currents of the Universal 
Being circulate through me; I am part or particle of God.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature pp. 12 - 13
q.7

God wants to be found and known. God wants to be found and known in each individual’s 
pursuit of truth and meaning.

God wants to be found and known.
In a world of impermanence, however, how does God expect to be found? How could God 

even have the audacity of expecting to be found beyond the internal cosmic feeling resonating 
in the multitudes of people throughout the world? Is there a philosophy we can develop to 
guide us toward a resolute and incontrovertible proof of God’s existence in the Universe; 
God’s existence as Creator of all, the Prime Mover of the heavenly bodies whirling about in 
the infi nite cosmic abyss? Or perhaps is there a philosophy that can reveal itself to us that has 
already existed in our subconscious minds as a preternatural pursuit throughout the lineage of 
our human ancestry that is begging for attention, a philosophy that is begging to be revealed to 
us if we are willing to give it proper and focused attention?

Let me begin to substantiate this preternatural pursuit of our subconscious minds toward the 
revelation of God’s existence as the Philosophy of Permanence.

Here we have a rock, it represents the notion of permanence; permanence. If we place this 
rock somewhere in our spiritual sanctuary today when we come back next week it will more 
than likely still be there in the same state barring someone physically moving it.

Here we have a plant, it represents the notion of impermanence; impermanence. If we place 
this plant somewhere in our spiritual sanctuary today when we come back next week it is 
uncertain in what state it will be. Barring someone from physically moving the plant it will be 
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in the same place, but depending on the amount of sunlight it receives or the amount of water it 
needs it could either be vibrant or it could be faded.

Can we draw a conclusion from the rock and plant regarding permanence and 
impermanence? In a broad sense the notion of impermanence can be attributed to all things 
which are considered living. Th at which is living has the element of impermanence. Regarding 
this rock it exhibits a high degree of permanence, and we regard it as non-living. Th is plant 
exhibits a high degree of impermanence relative to the perceived permanence of the rock, and 
we regard it as living.

What is a simple defi nition of impermanence? Impermanence is simply the deviation from 
permanence.

Impermanence... is simply... the deviation... from permanence.
Taking this defi nition of impermanence in regard to human perception it becomes 

self-evident that human beings consider that which is living as the deviation from the 
perception of permanence. Th at which is living deviates from permanence. Th is plant exhibits 
deviation from the notion of permanence that is tangible compared to this rock, and the plant is 
regarded as living. Th is simple defi nition giving clarity to the concept of living as the deviation to 
permanence can be applied to make the connection that if we hold as truth the notion that the 
Entity God is the source of all life, the notion that God is the very source and essence of what is 
perceived to be living, then the presence of God ought to be able to be perceived as a deviation 
from a recognizable element of permanence. Hence, in a world of impermanence God ought to 
be able to incontrovertibly reveal Itself to us through a deviation from a recognizable element of 
preeminent permanence in the Universe.

If we are to surround ourselves with a perceptual world at all, we must recognise as substance 
that which has some element of permanence.

Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington, Th e Mathematical Th eory of Relativity p. 120
q.3

If God could reveal Itself as a deviation from an element of permanence in the Universe, 
it would be, as a consequence, a required and paramount human endeavor of our common 
ancestral lineage to identify the many elements exhibiting permanence in the world around us. 
It is only aft er this collective human ancestral pursuit yields an element, a single, identifi able 
element of permanence to an exact and demanding accuracy that God could and would reveal 
Itself to human perception as a deviation from the permanence of that element. To recognize 
this single element of permanence while remaining engaged in this preternatural pursuit we 
must keep our minds sharp and imaginations open.

Th is I Believe. I believe in a world of impermanence God can be found, God’s presence can be 
physically revealed through the deviation from not just any recognized element of permanence 
in our common ancestral pursuits but through the deviation from a single, exacting and 
demanding element of recognizable permanence.

So in seeking to fi nd God, in God seeking to fi nd and reveal Itself, It must fi rst seek those 
elements through human endeavor that demonstrate the characteristic of permanence. It must 
continue this pursuit continually until an element is recognizable to possess the intrinsic, 
exacting and demanding element of permanence required. Th en, and only then, can God reveal 
Itself through deviation to that exacting element of permanence. We can honor this collective 
human ancestral pursuit of recognizing as substance those elements of permanence that 
reverberated so deeply, so spiritually within our ancestors as they were discovered. Let’s honor 
our ancestral organized time keeping recognizing the permanence of celestial cycles seen in 
the Mayan calendar. Let’s honor the recognized permanence of the setting sun’s location on the 
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horizon associated to the winter and summer solstice that motivated the construction of such 
astounding monuments like Stonehenge. Let’s honor our ancestral recognition of permanence 
in applied mathematics to physical phenomena represented so well in Isaac Newton’s Principia. 
Let’s fi nally honor the recognition of the permanence of the physical phenomenon of gravity 
and its delicate fi eld described so beautifully through the equation of Einstein’s General 
Relativity.

Th is I Believe. I believe, in God seeking to fi nd and physically reveal Itself, to be physically 
realized to have a presence in the Universe, that It has been the source of an intentional spiritual 
pursuit in humankind toward recognizing elements of permanence. Th is is the Philosophy of 
Permanence that has existed in our subconscious minds as the preternatural pursuit to identify 
as substance those elements that have a characteristic of permanence in the world around us. 
I believe that as our ancestors discovered these elements of a signifi cant permanence it was a 
resounding, spiritual revelation; it resonated, it reverberated so deeply within them that these 
elements of permanence are recognized to be tremendously worthy of reverence.

Th at which is living is impermanent. Th at which is living deviates from permanence. 
In a world of impermanence we must recognize as substance that which has some element of 
permanence [Eddington, Th e Mathematical Th eory of Relativity, p.120].

Mathematics is the pinnacle of permanence. 2 2 4+ =  has always existed; even prior to our 
ancestors discovering it. It was always there waiting to be discovered in its exacting element 
of permanence. 2 2+  will always equal 4 . So using mathematics as our pinnacle source of 
the characteristic of permanence, we ought to expect a pinnacle element of permanence  
representing physical phenomena through physics contained in mathematics; we ought to 
expect that exacting element of permanence we are searching for necessary for God to reveal 
Itself to be found in mathematics. When it is found we must then only look for the necessary 
deviation that elicits impermanence and reveals God, the Source of that which is living.

However, we cannot expect to merely search out a deviation to any abstract mathematics. 
Th e mathematics representing the necessary condition of possessing the excruciating, exacting 
characteristic of permanence necessary for God to reveal Itself must symbolize something 
physical. It must be rooted in an applied representation of some physical reality that is tangible 
to our human perception.

Th is I Believe. I believe we need to look no further in our lineage of intentional spiritual 
pursuit of permanence than Einstein’s Th eory of General Relativity in which the solved 
equations of motion for the heavenly bodies of our solar system predict motion to the exacting 
and demanding accuracy for God to reveal Itself as a deviation to the source element of 
permanence. General Relativity produces an equation possessing the exacting and demanding 
accuracy of representing physical phenomena in the Universe while at the same time possessing 
the necessary characteristic of permanence that it simply exalts itself as being substantial. Th e 
element of permanence we have searched for by means of God’s intentional spiritual pursuit 
through preternatural human endeavor is found in the equation of General Relativity. God is 
revealed by seeking to recognize the impermanence represented in the equation of General 
Relativity.

Referencing equation (eq. J.1.1) it represents the exacting permanence we are looking for. 
It is the Ricci tensor set equal to zero; an extremely exacting condition of permanence that 
allows no deviation. Now if we want to introduce impermanence to this equation we can do 
so by introducing K , the cosmological or universal constant as in equation (eq. J.1.2). Th is 
was fi rst introduced by Einstein to balance equation (eq. J.1.1) when it was applied beyond 
our solar system on a cosmological scale, hence the name cosmological or universal. One of 
Einstein’s proponents Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington strongly felt that the cosmological constant 



Pg. 5

K  physically represented something and deserved a permanent place in the General Relativity 
equation. It was later removed by Einstein as it was unsettling to him regarding his theorized 
static, infi nite Universe.

Continuing with our search for impermanence from the exacting permanence of 
mathematics, when one solves equation (eq. J.1.1) it yields equation (eq. J.1.3) where m 
represents a gravitating mass, such as the sun, and r  represents a radius distance from the 
center of that gravitating mass. Something very interesting happens when you introduce K  as 
in equation (eq. J.1.2) and solve. Th e result is equation (eq. J.1.4).

Let’s now isolate the coeffi  cients of ( )dr 2  and ( )dt 2  in equation (eq. J.1.4) where the new 

curious term 3
1 r2
K  reveals itself such that we can begin to recognize the introduction of 

impermanence into what was otherwise exacting permanence. Th e result of isolating the 
coeffi  cients is set forth in equation (eq. J.1.5).

Let’s now take a philosophically imaginative journey and go a distance of infi nity away 
from a gravitating mass. Th is means that we mathematically take r  to 3 . It is understood in 
mathematical language that as a denominator is taken to 3  the entire term goes to 0 . Th is is 
mathematically set forth in equation (eq. J.1.6) and reads r

m2  goes to zero as r  goes to infi nity. 
Let’s fi rst apply taking r  out to 3  to the solution (eq. J.1.3) of the equation representing 

permanence (eq. J.1.1). Th e result is the series of equations set forth in (eq. J.1.7) where the 
term r

m2  of equation (eq. J.1.3) is replaced with 06 @. It can be seen that no term remains that 
has any infl uence on the gravitational fi eld in the second equation of the series of equations in 
(eq. J.1.7). Th e only term that remains is r , and that term merely represents the distance from 
any arbitrary point in space. Hence from the equation of permanence (eq. J.1.1) and taking r  to 
3 , empty space is empty; empty space has the permanent characteristic of nothingness when 
void of any gravitating mass. It is deprived of any minute characteristic of impermanence, 
and if impermanence is a characteristic associated with what is considered to be living then 
the Universe itself is considered a non-living entity according to the equation of permanence 
(eq. J.1.1).

Let’s now apply taking  r  out to 3  to the solution (eq. J.1.4) of the equation representing 
impermanence (eq. J.1.2). Th is is represented in equation (eq. J.1.8) where the term r

m2  
is replaced with 06 @. Th e second equation in the series of equations set forth in (eq. J.1.8) 
performs a mathematical trick that deserves attention. Th e cosmological constant K  is an 
arbitrary expression such that it can consume variables and constants within the same term. 
Th is means that both the 3

1  and r2  terms of r3
1 2K  can be consumed by K  such that the 

entire term r3
1 2K  can simply be represented as K . It can be seen that a term remains 

that has an infl uence on the gravitational fi eld in equation (eq. J.1.8) and that term is K . 
Hence from the equation of impermanence (eq. J.1.2), empty space is not in fact empty; there 
exists a presence of Energy, a Prime Mover, an infl uence on the gravitational fi eld even in the 
void of a gravitating mass. Th e equation of impermanence (eq. J.1.2) exudes the characteristic 
of impermanence even when taking r  to 3 , and if impermanence is a characteristic associated 
with what is considered living then the Universe itself is considered a living entity according to 
the equation of impermanence (eq. J.1.2).

What can we conclude from this philosophical imaginative mathematical journey when going 
an infi nite distance away from a gravitating mass resulting in equations (eq. J.1.7) and (eq. J.1.8)? 
Regarding the equation that represents absolute permanence of (eq. J.1.1) that reduces to 
equation (eq. J.1.7), the implication is if we go an infi nite distance away from a gravitating mass 
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the result is a resolute state of permanence since the term r
m2  vanishes, and there exists no 

term possessing the necessary requirement to cause any eff ect on the gravitational fi eld to yield 
a sense of impermanence. It implies that empty space is empty.

Regarding the equation (eq. J.1.2) that represents the deviation from an exacting permanence 
that we have been looking for in this philosophical pursuit; the equation that contains the 
element of impermanence that has the potential to reveal God to us; the equation that reduces 
to equation (eq. J.1.8) in this philosophical mathematical journey possesses the implication 
that as we go an infi nite distance away from a gravitating mass the result is a resolute state 
of impermanence since the term K  continues to reveal itself as having an eff ect on the 
gravitational fi eld. It implies that empty space is not empty! It implies that if we assign the 
term K  to mathematically represent the ability of God, the Prime Mover, to manipulate 
the gravitational fi eld then we ought to literally be able to fi nd God in physical phenomena, 
gravitational phenomena, taking place in the Universe at this very moment!

God wants to be found and known. Now that we have come this far in this Philosophy of 
Permanence revealing God, I invite you to step back and see what has been revealed. 

Th e mathematics of General Relativity are an applied mathematics, and as such represent 
physical phenomena discernible in the gravitational fi eld of the Universe. Might we take the 
leap and literally attempt to fi nd God in gravitational phenomena? To fi nd God in gravitational 
phenomena taking place in the Universe at this very moment!

Th is I Believe. I believe the physical phenomena that is literally the raw eff ect of God in the 
Universe was fi rst discovered by Fritz Zwicky during his investigation of the Coma Cluster and 
introduced in an article he wrote titled Th e Redshift  of Extragalactic Nebulae that fi rst appeared 
in print in 1933. Fritz Zwicky termed this eff ect dunkle (kalt) Materie, ‘cold dark matter’. Cold 
because it has no heat signature, dark because it has no light signature and matter because 
it exhibits a similar eff ect on the gravitational fi eld as known matter. Further contemporary 
observations expose a gravitational phenomenon termed ‘dark energy’ also representing this 
ability of God to manipulate the gravitational fi eld. Dark because it has no light signature and 
energy because it exhibits an opposite eff ect on the gravitational fi eld as matter.

Th e term K  in equation (eq. J.1.8) when positive exhibits the same eff ect as cold dark matter 
and when negative exhibits the same eff ect as dark energy. K  manifests the ability of God 
to either contract (K+ ) or dilate (K- ) the gravitational fi eld. K  manifests God as being the 
source of impermanence by means of the contraction and dilation of the gravitational fi eld; it 
manifests God’s ability to structure the cosmos, whirl the infi nite abyss of heavenly bodies at Its 
will. Dark matter and dark energy are only terms, ascribed terms by human beings to represent 
gravitational eff ects that have otherwise been beyond our comprehension as the eff ects are not 
something readily tangible. Th ey are not readily tangible in our contemporary time as was the 
phenomenon of gravity not readily tangible when Isaac Newton fi rst proposed it. It is important 
to understand that dark matter and dark energy are only terms ascribed to eff ects discernible in 
the gravitational fi eld. Th ere is no matter, there is nothing dark, but there is Energy. Th at is the 
Energy of God as the Prime Mover. If you are willing to make the connection that gravity and 
light are manifestations of the same underlying physical substance, then you may come to the 
understanding that God truly is the Light.

We have indeed found God; God has indeed revealed Itself. We have found God in Einstein’s 
General Th eory of Relativity equation manifest both in mathematical notation and physical 

Impermanence is an instrument for our liberation.
Tich Nhat Hanh
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realization through gravitational eff ects in the Universe which have only been termed dark 
matter and dark energy; both aff ects adequately symbolized by the mathematical term K . K , a 
mathematical term that now represents God through the purity of mathematics.

Now there is one last notion I would like to convey and help you conceptualize regarding the 
gravitational fi eld, and that notion is the eff ect of gravitational lensing that Einstein proposed. 
Th e notion is that as light passes through areas in the Universe where the gravitational fi eld has 
been either contracted or dilated that the light passing through appears distorted itself when 
viewed by a distant observer. Th e path of light is actually distorted. Th e incredible beauty of 
this is that as we look at images of areas in our Universe that have a high concentration of 
the eff ects of dark matter, as we now know is the gravitational eff ect of God, we are actually 
witnessing God in the most raw physical form in the Universe. Th is distortion of light due to 
a gravitational fi eld may be most easily understood for example when you are driving your car 
on a hot summer day and you witness the distortion of light on the horizon rising from the 
pavement. Th at is the distortion of light caused by heat that you are witnessing. In a very similar 
sense the distorted path of light we witness caused by gravitational lensing is something we can 
witness as a fuzziness or apparent distortion in a picture of distant galaxies. Th is distortion of 
light is caused by God Itself as It either contracts or dilates portions of the Universe at Its will. 
Th e Prime Mover of the Universe that causes heavenly motion has been found, and that motion 
is caused by the contraction and dilation of the gravitational fi eld. God in an incredible sense 
has found Itself through the human endeavor of both our ancestors and contemporary pursuits 
regarding the divine revelation and spiritual pursuit of seeking permanence. God is revealed 
through impermanence, through deviation from permanence.

God wants to be found and known.
Th is I Believe. If our human perceptions of sight, sound, smell, taste are directly linked 

spiritually to God, then as we look at gravitational lensing it is as though God is seeing Itself. 

Nature is not fi xed but fl uid; to a pure spirit, nature is everything.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

q.6

And as the eye is the best composer, so light is the fi rst of painters.
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature p. 20

It is as though through human creation at this point in time God is able to witness Itself in the 
most raw physical Universe through human perception via gravitational lensing and continue 
to marvel at Its beautiful creation.

Th is I Believe. I believe our sense of beauty is God’s admiration that is shared with us 
regarding Its creation.

It is such a beautiful thing when all the transient world elements come together so perfectly in 
a moment of time to create something we can tangibly see, something us humans can tangibly 
grasp through accessible perception. Such is the case of gravitational lensing revealing God, 
or... a rainbow. Something we could not see, we can suddenly see. A rainbow seen in the sky 
was truly always there in the sense that all the physical worldly elements were present except 
for a beam of light from the sun, but in a transient state of impermanence a sun’s beam of 
light passes so perfectly that the rainbow is revealed to us. In a similar sense, as light passes 
through these areas in the Universe exhibiting in suffi  cient magnitude the gravitational aff ects 
aforementioned, God is revealed to us. God has always been present, but in the transient state 
that is impermanence, light passes so perfectly that God is revealed to us. One just needs to be 
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aware of what they are witnessing.
Even though there is a beautiful rainbow on the horizon it does not mean everyone will see it. 

Perhaps you are working in a garden with your head down, or you are in your home cooking. In 
either case there might not be anything to alert you to the fact that there is a beautiful rainbow 
on the horizon worth seeing.

Such is the case; this is like a spectacular rainbow, and I’m yelling ‘it is worth seeing’. Step 
outside, lift  your head, open your imaginations, and I hope you are able to see it.

God wants to be known and found.
Like the rock and plant, impermanence reveals itself relative to permanence. Like the plant 

compared to the rock, life is seen fundamentally as a deviation from permanence; that which 
is living is considered to be impermanent. God, being the source of life, reveals Itself through 
impermanence. We must keep a keen eye on the elements of this world exhibiting permanence 
and near them the most beautiful things will be revealed to us. It is the preternatural spiritual 
pursuit that drove our ancestors to build such monuments as Stonehenge paying reverence to 
the permanence of the setting sun’s location on the horizon throughout the cycles of the years. 
It is the intentional pursuit of God for humans to recognize as substance these elements of 
permanence, to spiritually resonate them within us such that God may fi nd Itself; such that It 
may reveal Itself.

Th is I Believe. We are Living in a Living Universe.
God wants to be found and known; and I’m yelling ‘this is worth seeing’.

Nature is full of a sublime family likeness throughout her works; and delights in startling 
us with resemblances in the most unexpected quarters.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Self Reliance, p. 7

I would be remiss if I did not include the following assertion, and I do so only to prevent a 
common trajectory of thought and conclusion I have witnessed as a result of the information 
contained in this writing. Th is writing does not support any contemporary cosmological theory; 
the content of this writing does not support the big bang theory or any other institutionally 
accepted contemporary theory of cosmology or particle physics. It does support Einstein’s 
view of the Universe that he held during his pursuits of General Relativity of both being static 
(neither expanding nor contracting) and infi nite. My current work proposes a revolutionary, 
and quite a paradigm shift , way of thinking of matter and other physical phenomena that 
reveals itself better to human imagination and intuition rather than rote scientifi c analysis of 
data; though it is my pursuit that my current work will be verifi able.


