
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of

Whidbey Island

Our Sources of Inspiration
The living tradition we share draws from many sources:

•  Direct experience of the world’s mystery and wonder
•  The words and deeds of prophetic women and men
•  Wisdom from the world’s religions
•  Jewish and Christian teachings to respond to God’s love by loving our 
         neighbors as ourselves
•  Humanist teachings that counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the   
         results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit
•  Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred   
         circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature

Our Seven Principles
We covenant to affirm and promote:

•  The inherent worth and dignity of every person
•  Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations
•  Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our 
          congregation
•  A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
•  The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 
         congregation and society at large
•  The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
•  Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part

The congregation exists to bring together people of many lifestyles and persua-
sions to create a unique community that is religious in nature.  We believe that 
religion represents our best attempt to see the whole universe as humanly signifi-
cant and provides the best guide for finding our place within that universe.

We strive to combine an open mind with a caring heart – focusing inward on 
one another, and outward on the wider community.  We do not believe we have 
a corner on truth, but we do agree upon the tools and attitudes to be used to seek 
truth wherever it may be found, and we agree that people need people for com-
pany as they work out their individual destinies.  

We are a self-governed congregation affiliated with the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association.  Our minister, Rev. Elizabeth “Kit” Ketcham, is usually in the 
pulpit twice each month.

A Welcoming Congregation
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~  Centering ~
 
 “... the salvation of this human world lies nowhere else than in the 

human heart, in the human power to reflect, in human meekness and 
in human responsibility [for each other].”     ~ Vaclav Havel

 Prelude   UUCWI Chalice Singers
  May Nothing Evil Cross This Door 

 Welcome and Introductions Libby Roberts

~  Affirming Community ~

 Opening Words
   Engagement by Terry T. Williams        

 Chalice Lighting   Jeanne Strong
      Words by Shinkichi Takahashi

 Chalice Response
  May love reign among us here in this hour of community

* Affirmation (spoken together)
  Love is the spirit of this Congregation
         and service is its practice.
  This is our great covenant:
  To dwell together in peace,
  To seek truth in love,
      And to help one another.

        Cultivating Courageous
       Habits of the Heart

            January 29, 2012



********
* Please stand for hymns in body or spirit.
       Please join us after the service for refreshments and conversation.

If you are interested in joining a local Whidbey Island “Healing Democracy 
Action Circle”, based on Parker Palmer’s book, Jeanne will be leading a 
6-session series, meeting monthly, starting in February - time and place to be 
announced.  Talk to Jeanne after the service if you are interested.

Announcements

Next Sunday’s Service - February 5
Music as Metaphor with Rev. Kit Ketcham and Eileen Soskin

“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible 
to be silent,” wrote Victor Hugo.  Because of this paradox, music can be a 
spiritual experience.  Music can give deeper meaning to life; it invites us 
into engagement with its harmonies and rhythms.  When we experience it in 
worship, it has power to give us moments of spiritual transcendence.  Rev. 
Kit Ketcham will speak; Eileen Soskin is worship leader.

Ministerial Search Discussion today (and next week) after the service
You are welcome to join a discussion with members of the Ministerial Search  
Committee to learn about the search process and share any ideas you have 
about ministry.

Book Group, Thursday, Feb 2, 7 pm at UUCWI
The group will discuss The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins.  New readers 
welcome!  Contact Judy Kaplan for more information on this month’s book.

** Concert at UUCWI, Saturday, February 4, 7 pm
UUCWI will present “Quartets: Then & Now”- a dramatic musical 
juxtaposition of the old and the new. Two quartets combining the talents of 
six professional musicians from Seattle will perform.  The Seattle Freelance 
Classical Quartet will play Beethoven’s String Quartet, Opus 59 no. 1, and 
a modern quartet calling itself Stop, Thief! will play original compositions 
considered a “fusion” of jazz-rock-blues-funk.  Tickets at $15 each will be on 
sale after the service in the foyer. 

Work Party, Saturday, February 18, 9 - 11 am at UUCWI
Beginning in Feb, the Building and Grounds Committee plans to hold 
monthly work parties on 3rd Saturdays.  More information will be in the 
February newsletter.
UU101, Saturday, February 18, 11:30 am - 3:30 pm
If you are considering membership at UUCWI - or are just curious to learn 
more about Unitarian Universalism and this congregation - you are invited 
to join Rev. Ketcham in the next offering of “UU101”.  This is an informal, 
fun discussion.  A light lunch will be provided.  To RSVP, contact Kit at 
kitketcham@comcast.net or our administrator at uuadmin@whidbey.com so 
we can prepare food and handouts.  Let us know if you will need child care.
February Circle Dinners -- Saturday, Feb 18 at 6 pm
There will be two locations - in Clinton and in Freeland.  Circle dinners are 
potluck events and are a great opportunity to socialize with other UUs.  To 
sign up, email or call Janis Hummel at jhummel50@yahoo.com or 360-632-
9847.  

* Hymn # 115  God of Grace and God of Glory

Time for All Ages: Courage by Bernard Waber     Jeanne Strong
 Children go to classes as we sing #413 Go Now in Peace
  
 Joys and Sorrows

~  Proclaiming Hope ~

  Offering and Offertory  UUCWI Chalice Singers
  The Gift of Love
 
 Reading: Lead by Mary Oliver
    
 Sermon  Jeanne Strong
  Cultivating Courageous Habits of the Heart

* Hymn # 318  We Would Be One

 Reading: Blackbirds by Julie Cadwallader-Staub

 ~  Returning to the Service of Life ~

 Benediction
  
 Extinguishing of the Chalice
  Do not be daunted ... from the Talmud
 
 Postlude  UUCWI Chalice Singers
  Help Somebody by Susan Werner
       Cary Sinnett, alto solo
            Ken Merrell and Dave Sweetwood, instrumentals 


