
Dear Members and Friends, 

 

When I got the phone call from Dave Sweetwood, chair of your Search Committee, 

inviting my wife Suzanne and me to join “the family” at the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Whidbey Island, my face burst into a smile and my feet did a little 

“happy dance.” 

 

It has been quite a journey to get to this place. Although I am proud to be a native 

Oregonian, childhood summers spent with family on the Puget Sound are amongst 

my fondest memories and those sweet recollections make this region truly feel like 

home.  

 

I spent my first half century safely ensconced in Oregon’s Willamette Valley, first 

in Salem and then in Eugene, where I worked and raised three children.  For 32 

years I worked in and administered child care programs at the University of 

Oregon. 

 

Ministry called to me while I was an active lay leader in the UU church there. My 

marriage to Suzanne, a life long UU, gifted me with a life partner who was open to 

the audacious idea of my becoming a minister. Part time graduate studies, with 

Januaries in Seminary in Chicago, accompanied launching the youngest child. 

 

Our journey over the last few years has been one of frequent moves. First was an 

internship across the waters in Port Townsend, then a stint as a part time hospital 

chaplain and many a Sunday as an itinerant preacher, whose stops included Port 

Angeles, Pasco, West Seattle, Shoreline, and Vancouver, Washington, Hillsboro 

and Hood River, Oregon and our home church in Eugene. Meanwhile Suzanne 

served a year long residency as a chaplain in a residential hospice in Tacoma.  

 

As I neared completion of my studies, I was invited to travel further south to serve 

as Consulting Minister to the small Fellowship in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Soon I 

began to split my time between there and the Humboldt Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship, located between Eureka and Arcata on California’s beautiful redwood 

coast.  

 

That seemed like great place to end our wandering ways, but as the poet songwriter 

John Lennon advised, “Life is what happens when you are busy making other 

plans.” 

 



The serious illness of Suzanne’s sister, who lives in Poulsbo, turned our eyes back 

toward the Northwest and the Salish Sea.  And there, on an island called Whidbey, 

shone the beacon of liberal religion that is this amazing Congregation. The 

expressed hopes of the UUCWI community and my own aspirational statement  

“Collaborating to Create Comprehensive Congregational Ministry; An Obtainable 

Vision,” (included herein) seek harmonious end results.   

 

So, this is the place. This is the place where Suzanne and I hope to cease our 

wandering. This is the place where we seek to unsaddle the circuit rider’s horse 

and perhaps hook it to a plow. In this place, we would love to settle down, to live 

with you, to make this place our home and to grow, with all of you, a fruitful and 

radiant shared ministry.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dennis Reynolds   

 

 

 

 


