
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Whidbey Island 

Whidbey Island, in the northwest corner of Washington State, is approximately 50 miles 
long and, we think, one of the more beautiful places on earth. It retains a predominantly rural 
character interspersed with small villages and suburban residential developments.  Some island 
residents are retirees from business and professional careers, some have elected to live here in 
alternative lifestyles, and some commute by ferry to jobs in the Seattle/Everett area. Most of our 
members live on South Whidbey which is a center of significant artistic, intellectual, and 
spiritual activity, and the home of the Whidbey Institute, Giraffe Project, Whidbey Island Center 
for the Arts, and One Drop Buddhist Center. 

A Brief History                                                                                                                                
In March 1993 a group of people, with a shared dream of a liberal religious community, gathered 
for the first worship service of what would become the South Whidbey Unitarian Universalist 
Church. By late 1995 the congregation was well established with 40 congregants and an active 
religious education program. Encouraged by strong lay leadership, the congregation began 
weekly services in 1996 and expanded their children’s programs.   

As membership grew, the congregation changed its name to Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Whidbey, moved to the Lutheran chapel, and in 1998 engaged an interim minister one 
weekend a month. Outreach was broadened through social action programs and a lively youth 
group was begun.  
 
In 2001, through the generosity of two of our members, we purchased land on which to build our 
permanent home. Rev. Kit Ketcham joined us as part time consulting minister in 2003 and 
encouraged us in the building process, the deepening of our community life, and outreach to the 
broader community.    
 

               

Our Congregation’s beautiful new home, built with the help of many members 
and friends, is located on four and a half wooded acres and was completed in the fall of 2008.   
Built with the intention of serving as a community center, this flexible space welcomes regular 
Quakers and Jewish gatherings, social actions groups, chamber music concerts, Audubon 
meetings, and many other community activities.  

 



We are a welcoming congregation served by The Rev. Kit Ketcham, who has been 
with us for nine years. We also have a lay chaplain who is available for pastoral visits and rites 
of passage ceremonies. We welcomed eight new members in January bringing our total 
membership to 98, in addition to a significant number of friends are actively involved.   

                  

             

We worship together every Sunday 
at 10:00 A.M. with an average attendance                                                                                                                                                                                            
of 75. Our spiritual diversity is reflected in                                                                                                     
the high quality of our services which are                                                                                                    
designed to nourish both head and heart.                                                                                                              
A rich assortment of musicians, visiting 
ministers, and guest speakers stimulate our 
minds, renew our spirits, and call us to serve 
the greater good.                                                                                          

Once a month, EvenSong, a candle lit 
service with beautiful harp music, offers 
moments of quiet contemplation.

We offer religious education     
programs for adults, children and youth as 
well as baby and child care. Programs for 
children and youth take place Sundays from 
10:15 -11:15 A.M. September through June. 
In 2011, we averaged 15 children and youth 
each Sunday and we are currently exploring 
the possibility of starting a junior high OWL 
program.  

We are seeking a minister              
who is excited by this aspiring and energetic 
congregation and who wishes to build a 
multi-year relationship and grow with us 
into the future.   

 

           



 

 

 

 

 

 

              

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

 


