
Order of Service – Jan 1, 2017 
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                 
Recorder Ensemble  
Opening                                                                      John Leaser 
 
Welcome and Introductions  
Thank you Recorder Ensemble, for your musical harmony. 
 
-Good Morning and welcome to the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Whidbey Island.  We’re glad you chose to start the 
New Year with us.  We’re a congregation of a mixture of  beliefs, 
united by our 7 Principles, as shown on the back of your bulletin.  
  
- I’m John Leaser, and I’m your worship leader for this morning.  We 
are served by our minister, Rev. Dennis Reynolds, who is in the 
pulpit twice a month.  He will be here next on Jan 22. 
 
- Our speaker this morning is Connie Barlow.Connie recently retired 
from her science writing and speaking career to ramp up her long-
time environmental activism.  She’ll be speaking not about her area 
of expertise or activism.  Rather, she’ll be sharing from her 
experience and learnings in having to contend with what many of are 
also contending with:  “Worldviews in “Transition” 
 
- We especially welcome visitors and guests.  We invite you to stand 
if you like and using the microphone, introduce yourself, and tell us 
where you’re from.  We also invite anyone who has brought a guest 
to stand and introduce them. 
-Pause 
 
-  We invite visitors to sign our signup sheet in the foyer to be eligible 
for more information and our newsletter. 
- We want to thank all those who participated in putting together 
today’s service. 
 



We have some requests. Please look at the announcements printed 
in the order of service.   
And, really important, please add to the enjoyment of our service by 
turning off your cell phones or putting them in airplane mode so as to 
not create sudden irritating noises by our sound system and causing 
those with hearing assist devices to jump out of their seats. 
 
-We’d now like to encourage your sense of community by greeting at  
least  2 of your neighbors and thank them for coming this  morning. 
 
-Pause  
 
Thank you for sharing your greetings with each other. 
                                                                               
 
Chalice Lighting and Chalice Response    
 
Connie (?) will now light our chalice.  The words are from Albert 
Schweitzer.  Afterwards, please stay seated and join the chalice 
response written in your order of service. 
 
- “At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from 
another person.  Each of has cause to think with deep gratitude of 
those who have lighted the flame within us.” 
 

May love reign among us here in this hour of community 
 

*Affirmation   (spoken together) 
 
Please rise in body or spirit and join in our affirmation, printed in 
your OOS and remain standing for our opening hymn, #121, “I’ve 
Got Peace Like a River”.  
  

Love is the spirit of this church and 
service is its practice. This is our great 
covenant; to dwell together in peace, 



to seek truth in love, and to help one another. 
 
*Hymn # 100         I've Got Peace Like a River 
   

 
- Time for All Ages                  Connie Barlow       

 
 
Will our youth, and those with a strong inner child, please come to the 
front of the room to hear Connie, as she gives us “A Time for All 
Ages”. 
 
-Pause 
 
Please rise and sing “The Gift”, printed in the front of the hymnal, as 
our youth take our spirit of community to their classes. 

 
Personal Joys and Sorrows 
 
In community, it is valuable to share with each other the significant 
emotional things going on in our lives.  Sharing spreads and 
magnifies the joys and weakens the sting of the sorrows. This sharing 
also helps us grow closer as a community. If you have a personal joy 
or sorrow you would like to share, please come forward, light a 
candle, place it in the sand, and using the microphone, tell us your 
name and the nature of your Joy or Sorrow. 
 
At the end – I now light a candle for the unspoken joys and sorrows 
that remain within. 

 
Offering and Offertory                                      Recorder Ensemble                                                                          
 
Giving and receiving is a reciprocal process of the universe, whether 
the giving is of service or of the monetary variety. We now invite you 
to participate in this natural process with our offering.  If you normally 



contribute on a monthly or otherwise basis, please hold the basket a 
couple seconds and personally acknowledge your act of giving.   
 
Will the ushers please come forward, as we listen to the wonderful 
music of the Recorder Ensemble.   
 
Thank you for your generosity.  Your contributions will grow valuable 
returns.   
 
*Hymn #120  “Turn Back” 
 
Please rise in body or spirit for Hymn #120, “Turn Back” 

 
 
Reading                                                                                    John  
 
from “Native Science: Natural Laws of Interdependence” by Gregory 
Cajeta     
 
“If we live the images of hopelessness – that these are the final days 
– then these are the realities we will bring about.  Reading the signs 
of the times in broader ways and allowing the pain of dysfunction they 
cause to come into us (rather than running away and shielding 
ourselves) are ways to begin to manifest a sustainable future.”      
 

  World Views in Transition                                      Connie Barlow                                                                           
                                                                                                              
 
*Hymn # 121    “We’ll Build a Land” 
Please rise in body or spirit for Hymn #121, “We’ll Build a Land” 

 
Benediction and Extinguish the Chalice  
 
? will now extinguish the Chalice, with these closing words from 
Barbara Pescan.    
 



Because of those who came before, we are; 
in spite of their failings, we believe; 
because of, and in spite of the horizons of their vision, we, too, 
dream. 
 
Let us go remembering to praise, 
to live in the moment, to love mightily, to bow to the mystery. 
 
Please remain seated as we enjoy the Postlude, and join us for 
refreshments and conversation afterward. 

 
Postlude                                                                                                           
Recorder Ensemble 
 
 

 


