
OS for Sunday, July 10 
 

Call to Worship - singing bowl 
 

Prelude        Eileen Soskin 
Praeludium XV, Well-Tempered Clavier, Book II, BWV 884 (1742) 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Welcome and Introductions    Mavis Cauffman 
Rev A. Powell Davies -- All Souls Church, Unitarian, Washington, D.C. 
1943-1957 
Let me tell you why I come to church.  I come - and would whether I was a 
preacher or not - because I fall below my own standards and need to be constantly 
brought back to them.  I am afraid of becoming selfish and indulgent, and my 
church - my church of the free spirit - brings me back to what I want to be.  I could 
easily despair; doubt and dismay could overwhelm me.  My church renews my 
courage and my hope.  It is not enough that I should think about the world and its 
problems at the level of a newspaper report or a magazine discussion.  It could too 
soon become too low a level.  I must have my conscience sharpened -- sharpened 
until it goads me to the most thorough and responsible thinking of which I am 
capable.  I must feel again the love I owe to others.  I must not only hear about it, 
but feel it.  In church, I do.  I am brought toward my best - in every way toward my 
best. 
Guests? .... 
 

Chalice Lighting       Jane Hayes 
The chalice holds a flame representing so much we hold dear - 
the light of reason and learning, 
the fire of commitment, 
the warmth of community, 
the glow of compassion. 
Let us fine renewal in our time together. 
 

*Affirmation  
Love is the spirit of this congregation and service is its practice.  This is our great 
covenant ... to dwell together in peace, to seek truth in love, and to help one 
another. 
 

* Hymn #1073 The Earth is Our Mother (first 3 verses) 
 

Story for All Ages      Terra Anderson 
 

Children go to classes as we sing The Gift (inside front of the hymnal) 
 



Joys and Sorrows 
In our community we make time each week to share significant pieces of our lives 
with one another. We do this because each person in this community has value. 
Each person’s experience matters. We share our sorrows knowing that together we 
offer comfort.  We share our joys knowing that they are magnified in community.   
(Light candles) 
We all hold joys and sorrows -- some not yet finding voice.   
 
Offertory 
We appreciate the time and talent we each of contribute to the work of this 
congregation - but we also have a mortgage, electric bills, and salaries to pay.  We 
believe it is a blessing to be able to govern and support our religious community 
ourselves—to make possible by our generosity everything we dream of and do to 
live out our shared values. 
Every week we lift up the spiritual value of generosity by receiving your offering. 
Our baskets, then, as they pass among us, become filled with the evidence of that 
generosity.  
 
Träumerei (Reverie), Scenes from Childhood, Op. 15, No.7 (1838) 
Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 
 
Reading:  
Covenant of Reciprocity from Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Kimmerer 
 
* Hymn # 1052 The Oneness of Everything 
 
Sermon: Crossing Boundaries, Finding Wisdom            Rev. Jesch 
 
* Closing Hymn: #1023 Building Bridges  
 
Benediction and Extinguishing of the Chalice 
 
Postlude 
Scarf Dance, Callirhoë (1888) 
Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notes on Today's Music - 
Prelude: Much of Bach's music was dismissed as old-fashioned and some of his 
best-known compositions were never performed in his lifetime.  The reverence 
most musicians feel for Bach today was certainly not something he experienced as, 
in many ways, he was an outsider during his lifetime.   
 
Offertory: Schumann was an outsider (although acknowledged as a great composer 
during his lifetime) by virtue of his mental illness.  His mental instability adversely 
affected his family as well as his musical abilities as both a composer and 
conductor.  He was hospitalized for the last two years of his life following a 
suicide attempt in 1854. 
 
Postlude: Women composers were quite rare until relatively recently and any who 
were successful were usually described as anomalies by their peers.  Chaminade's 
lighter music was fairly well received but the prejudice against serious music by 
women composers certainly impacted her compositional output.    
 ES 
 
The Rev. Katherine Jesch is a community minister affiliated with First Unitarian 
Church of Portland.  The primary focus of her ministry is on caring for the Earth 
and seeking justice for all of Earth’s beings.  Katherine helped launch the Green 
Sanctuary program for UU Congregations in 2001 and served as Director of 
Environmental Ministry for the UU Ministry for Earth until 2009.  She earned a 
M.Div. from Starr King School for the Ministry in 2001 and was ordained in 2003. 
 
 


