
Prelude: A Modern Digression to the Exodus Story 

Our Seder service today relates the story of how the Israelites were freed 
from oppression and bondage in Egypt, a foreign land. But how did the 
Hebrews come to be living in Egypt? About 400 years before Moses, Joseph 
ben Jacob was sold into captivity by his jealous brothers. He was transported 
across the sea of sand to Egypt, where there were open borders at the time for 
goods and cheap labor. Joseph had hidden talents, and was able to lift himself 
from bondage and poverty by his skilled work. He became Secretary of 
Agriculture for Egypt, and by his leadership prepared the land for a future 
famine. When the famine struck, it afflicted not only Egypt, but also the lands 
to the East and North across the sea of sand. Pharaoh, knowing that Egypt did 
not have enough food stored to feed the world, wanted to close the borders to 
all foreign arrivals, but Joseph convinced the Pharaoh to allow close relatives 
of Egyptian residents entrance, pointing out how, even though foreigner, his 
skills had enriched the land and served Pharaoh. Before long, Joseph’s 
brothers and their families arrived at the border, and Joseph sponsored them 
so they could get Green Cards and be legal residents. 

But then there came a Pharaoh who not Joseph, and who did not understand 
how immigrants can enrich the land and bring prosperity to all, and he 
declared the borders closed; no one would be allowed in, and trade would be 
taxed heavily with onerous tariffs. And lo, the Egyptian economy went ahead 
for a while momentum, but trade slowed and stopped, and it soon slid into 
recession. 

This economic plight could have been avoided by allowing new people to 
enter Egypt and encouraging foreign trade; instead, Pharaoh “protected” the 
jobs of Egyptians. Protected them so well, that eventually many Egyptians 
lost their jobs in the recession.


