
Dear Dennis, 

 

Our MSC committee values transparency in this search process with members of our 

congregation and with our candidates and we have appreciated the candor of our conversations 

with you. Your questions about compensation prompted us to review the information in our 

offering packet.  

 

COMPENSATON 

Following the UUA salary guidelines for a half time consulting minister for a 

congregation our size, we are offering total compensation in the range of $24,000 to 

$32,000. The way in which this amount will be allocated to salary, employment taxes, 

insurance, retirement, professional expenses, and housing will be negotiated with the 

candidate.  

 

RELOCATION EXPENSES  

We regret that we are unable to pay relocation expenses.  

 

We are concerned that the information given was incomplete. We did not clarify that the $24,000 

to $32,000 salary range is for a 12 month period from July 1 through June 30
th

.  We did state that 

the position would begin September 1, 2012, but did not clarify that the salary budgeted for 

2012-13 is for 10 months or $26,670, payable the last day of the month at the rate of $2,667.00 

per month. 

 

We am sorry for the confusion and want you to know that the board and congregation made a 

commitment to increase the ministerial salary significantly - more than $10,000 - to offer 

compensation in line with UUA guidelines and that our stewardship giving rose to meet that 

commitment.  And, as our Treasurer Mark Brown said in his message, it is our intention to offer 

at least $32,000 for the full 2013-14 program year and we trust the congregation will once again 

raise pledges to meet that goal.   

 

We hope this background information is helpful, and invite you to have conversations with Mark 

Brown (360-331-7399) and Dave Sweetwood (425-239-4796) to clarify any further questions or 

concerns you may have. We are committed to a partnership ministry and to moving ahead to 

craft an agreement that is optimal for all concerned.   

 

With deep appreciation,  

Ministerial Search Committee 

Dave Sweetwood 

Effie Brown 

Jean McIntosh  

Linda Good 

Lori Taylor  

Mary Goolsby  

Tim Keohane  

 

  



 

 

 


