
12-3-17 Script    Terra Anderson, worship leader 
 
Prelude - Nola 
Welcome – Announcements - Introductions! 

• Thank you, Nola, for the beautiful music! 
• And Thanks to all of you for being here and gracing our space on this, the first day of Advent 
• Introductions – Mavis w/mic 
• Please stay for refreshments and conversation after the service 
• The Advent season initiates all the trappings of the Holidays, but most of all it brings a whisper 

which says to each and to all, “Expect, expect something good, something true, something 
wonderful to happen to you. Expect life.”  

• The season of Advent is a time of affirming that something good is going to happen, and it is going 
to happen to us.   Of course we may be disappointed – our politicians are certainly working on that 
-  and not everything good may emerge.  But aren’t we better people when we are expecting and 
affirming goodness and love all around us? 

• Our minister, Rev Dennis Reynolds will be in the pulpit next Sunday, to explore the many holidays 
that fill this month around the world.  The following week we will have our annual carol sing with the 
choir, and the 4th Sunday is Christmas Eve.  So we have 4 opportunities to come together to 
expect something good, something true, something wonderful. 

• And today we are blessed to have the Rev Peter Luton in our pulpit again.  Peter recently retired 
from a 35-year career as minister, first in Maine, then 21 years in Bellevue at the Eastshore UU 
church where many of us knew him first.  While he was there, the church grew into the largest in 
the Pacific Northwest district, having 687 members at one time!  That’s almost 10x larger than we 
are.  Peter was the author of a column, Pastor Peter’s Perambulating Pen, and like his sermons, I 
was always touched, then troubled, then inspired by his words.  He now lives in Bellingham with his 
wife Linda.  Welcome Peter 

• So please, take a deep breath, let go your troubles and worries, if only for this hour, and let us 
worship – create worth  - together 

  



Chalice Lighting 
• Our Board Secretary will share our chalice words  

We gather to worship, that we may open our minds, open our souls, open our hearts to 
the gift of each day and the healing and peace it offers.  Let us light the flaming chalice, 
sign and symbol of our Unitarian Universalist faith and tradition with these words for the 
season. 
  
What happened at Christmas? 
The Wise Men saw a star. 
The King was troubled. 
The Shepherds heard angels sing. 
The Father was rejected at a crowded inn. 
The Mother felt a baby’s need and promise. 
  
What will happen to you this Christmas? 
May you find yourself rejected At the inn of Busyness, 
Troubled by the Birth of Hope. 
May you see a Star as never before, 
Hear the heavenly Love Song, 
Feel the Power of Joy, and 
Discover the Divine that Dwells in Every One. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit for our opening hymn, #40 and stay standing for our Affirmation, printed in 
your order of service 
*Hymn # 40 The Morning Hangs a Signal 
*Unison Affirmation 
Time for All Ages    The Legend of Befana 
Personal Joys and Sorrows 

• For some of you this season of Advent may the most magical time of year.  For 
others it may be a time of poignant loss and remembering.  I lost my 
grandmother on a Christmas morning, and my mother on New Year’s Day.  So I 
know people can feel particularly vulnerable at this time of year.    We come 
together in community to support and witness each other’s ups and downs.  As 
you feel so inclined, please come forward, light a candle in the chalice, put the 
candle in the sand, and using the hand mic, please share your joy or sorrow.  We 
will hold and carry you.   

Meditation and Prayer 
  



Offering and Offertory -  
• The stewardship of this congregation is our responsibility, and ours alone.  Our parents don’t do it 

for us; no deep pockets in some headquarters tells us what to believe and what to do.  We gather 
of our own volition.  And our contributions reflect what we believe is important in our lives.  As the 
baskets are passed, please take a moment to think about what this congregation provides to you 
and your family.  If you contribute by mail, thank you.  This basket passing from hand to hand 
thanks you.  We will be once again treated to some beautiful music by Nola 

Reading:  The Adoration of the Magi  by Christopher Pilling 
*Hymn # 259 We Three Kings of Orient Are 
Sermon  What the Wise Ones Know                 
*Hymn # 139  Wonders Still the World Shall Witness 
*Benediction 

• In the tradition of the wise men and the wise women over the centuries, what gifts could we bring to 
the world? Might we bring a generosity of spirit that makes it possible for us to focus on abundance, 
as well as the willingness to share what we have?  

• Might our ongoing search for truth and meaning help us to discover again the essence of 
Christmas, which Unitarian poet e.e. cummings called “some newly re- membered dream?”  

• In this season, left us be wise ones bearing gifts of hope. In doing so, we join a long procession of 
people across the centuries who again and again have offered something good, something true 
and something wonderful  

•  
Postlude 
 
 


