
Order of Service – April 2, 2017                                                            John Leaser 
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                      Julie Pigott  

Opening Words - Circle of Community by Andrew Pakula 
Come into this circle of community. Come into this sacred space. 
Be not tentative. Bring your whole self! 
Bring the joy that makes your heart sing. 
Bring your kindness and your compassion. 
Bring also your sorrow, your pain. 
Bring your brokenness and your disappointments. 
Spirit of love and mystery; help us to recognize the spark of the divine that resides 
within each of us. 
May we know the joy of wholeness. 
May we know the joy of being together.                                                     

Welcome and Introductions                                                                   John Leaser 

Thank you Julie, for your music. 
Good Morning and welcome to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Whidbey 
Island.  We’re a congregation with a wide wide variety of spiritual beliefs, united by 
our 7 Principles, as shown on the back of your bulletin our Affirmation, printed in 
your OOS, and our Covenant of  Right Relations. 
I’m John Leaser, and I’m your worship leader for this morning.  We are served by our 
minister, Rev. Dennis Reynolds, who is in the pulpit twice a month, the next being in 
two weeks, on April 16th.  He is here this morning and will be giving the Story for All 
Ages.   
We especially welcome visitors and guests.  We invite you to stand, if you like, 
introduce yourself, and tell us where you’re from, after the microphone reaches you.  
(Ask Dennis)  
We invite visitors to sign our guest register in the foyer and to find out more about 
our congregation by speaking to any of us. 
Please join us for refreshments after the postlude at the end of service, so we can meet 
you.We’d now like to encourage you to reach out, by greeting at least 2 of your 
neighbors and thank them for their presence.  

 Please look at the announcements printed in your order of service to inform you of       
coming  activities. 
Also, please turn off your cell phones or putting them in airplane mode so they don't 
talk to our sound system  and frustrate our sound tech. 
A special thanks to all the people who helped in putting on today's service.  We 
couldn't do it without them. 
Our speaker today is Larry Ward. 
Larry is a Zen Buddhist Priest, ordained by the Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh. He also 
received Dharma Teacher Transmission in 2000 by Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh.  Larry 
mentors ministerial students and Zen priests in the Order of Interbeing founded by 



Thich Nhat Hanh. He is a leading proponent of Buddhism in America and leads retreats 
around the world.   Welcome Larry – we appreciate the gift of your presence and your 
speaking. (45 sec) 
 

 Chalice Lighting         “For This One Hour”, by Paul Stephan Dodenhoff                                                                          

As ___ lights our chalice, I invite you to enter a space of worship and companionship. 
 

For this one hour, Spirit of Life, we let go. 
For this one hour,may we let go of our anxieties, our fears, our anger, 
our self-doubts, our regrets, our petty grievances, and our distractions. 
If only for this one hour, let the flame of this chalice burn them from our hearts and 
minds, and light our way to peace and serenity. 
For this one holy hour. 

 

 Chalice Response  
Please join me now in the shared chalice response printed in your order of service.     
 

May love reign among us here in this hour of community 
 

Please rise in body or spirit and join in our affirmation, printed in your OOS and 
remain standing for our opening hymn, #83,  
 

Love is the spirit of this church and service is its 
practice. This is our great covenant; to dwell 
together in peace, 
to seek truth in love, and to help one another.  

*Hymn # 83         “Winds Be Still” 
 

Will our youth, and those who would like to reenact their youth, please come to the 
front of the room for our “Story  for All Ages” 

 

Story for All Ages   - Stone Soup (Chinese version)                 Rev Dennis Reynolds  
 

Please rise and sing “The Gift”, printed in the front of the hymnal, as our youth take 
our spirit of community to their classes. 
 

Personal Joys and Sorrows 
 

As a close community, we are interested in each other's lives, and enjoy sharing them.  
Part of the sharing is to recognize each other's emotional ups and downs.  If you have a 
personal joy or sorrow, please come to the front, light a candle, and, using the 
microphone brought to you, please share it with us. 
------------- 

 
I now light a candle for the unspoken joys and sorrows that remain within. 
      



 
Offering and Offertory                                                                                Julie Pigott 
 

As a community, we all participate in several different ways, depending our interests, 
talents, and time available.  An important way for all of us, is to support the financial 
requirements of our facilities and activities.  We now provide the opportunity to 
contribute, recognizing the value of  this community to you. 
 

Will the ushers please come forward, as we listen to our special music by Julie.  
------------- 
Thank you for your gifts.    
Would you now please rise in body or spirit for Hymn #391, “Voice Still and Small” 
 

*Hymn #391  “Voice Still and Small” 
 
Reading       You Are Me by  Thich Nhat Hanh                                     John Leaser   
 

You are me and I am you.  
It is obvious that we are inter-are.  
You cultivate the flower in  
yourself so that I will be beautiful.  
I transform the garbage in myself so  
that you do not have to suffer.  
I support you - you support me.  
I am here to bring you peace.  
You are here to bring me joy.  
 

 “Royal Ease - Fierce Equanimity”                                                       Larry Ward 
 

Please rise in body or spirit for Hymn #123, Spirit of Life 
 

*Hymn # 123    “Spirit of Life” 
 

Extinguish the Chalice and Benediction         
We keep it's Light in our Hearts by Maddie Sifantus 

 

As ___ extinguishes the Chalice, I share these closing words from  Maddie Sifantus   
We extinguish this flame, 
But we keep its light in our hearts, 
with its message of love and justice, 
Taking it outside these walls to the world we live in, 
until we are together again.  

 

Please remain seated as we enjoy the Postlude, and join us for refreshments and 
conversation afterward. 
 

Postlude         Julie Pigott 


