
 

Island Passages June 2015            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
1 

8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
4pm 

Meditation 

2 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
 

3 
10am UU 

Men's Group 
 

4 
 

5 
10am VAC 
6pm Family 

Game Night 

6 
 
 

7 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:30am Annual 

Congregational 
Meeting 

4pm Quaker Worship  
 

8 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac 
Essentials 
Class 

6:30pm 
PFLAG 

 
 

9 
10am 

Membership 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac Essentials 
Class 

2pm SRC Strg 
Ctte 

7pm Choir 

10 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac 
Essentials 
Class 

7pm Worship 
Ctte 

 

11 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac 
Essentials 
Class 

1:30pm 
Quaker 
Mtg 

 

12 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac Essentials 
Class 

 

13 
1pm North End 

Coffee 
Graduation 

14 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:45 Lunch Bunch 
1pm MAGIC: Mac 

Essentials Class 
4pm Quaker Worship  
5pm Quaker Dinner 

15 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac 
Essentials 
Class 

4pm 
Meditation 

16 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
1pm MAGIC: 

Mac Essentials 
Class 

7pm Choir 
 

17 
10am UU 

Men's Group 
4pm MAGIC 
 
 

18 
3pm Ctte on 

Ministry 
4pm Finance 

Ctte 
6pm North 

End Grp 
 

19 
 
 

20 
9am Work Party  
1:00 South End 

Coffee 
 
 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 
10am UU 

Worship 
4pm Quaker Worship  
5pm Quaker Business 

Mtg 

22 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
 

23 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
 

24 
UUA General 

Assembly in 
Portland 

 

25 
UUA 

General 
Assembly 
in Portland  

1:30pm 
Quaker 
Mtg 

7pm BOT 
Mtg 

 

26 
UUA General 

Assembly in 
Portland 

7pm Greening 
Congregations 

27 
UUA General 

Assembly in 
Portland  

 

28 
10am UU 

Worship 
4pm Quaker Worship  
6pm North End Dine 

Out 
7pm Dances of Universal 

Peace 

2
9 

8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 

 

30 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
 

 

And always check the most current version of our calendar online at www.uucwi.org 

  



May Worship Services  (Sundays at 10 am unless otherwise noted) 
 

June 7:  Flowers, Trees and 
Possibilities with Rev Dennis 
Reynolds 

In this intergenerational service we will 
use stories, simple drama, puppets, and 
art to share insights from the book The 
Great Kapok Tree.  Join us in this 
participatory activity. We invite you to 
bring flowers to share, so all can be part 
of a Flower Communion that will be 
woven into the service. 
Special Music: Danielle Christian  
Worship Leaders:  Nydia Blood and Joann 
Roomes 

June 14: Perennial Wisdom 
with Rabbi Olivier BenHaim 

Rabbi Olivier will explore with us a few verses from 
that portion of the Torah traditionally studied in Jewish 
circles this weekend. We are blessed (Rabbi Olivier 
promises,) because this is the Sabbath of his favorite 
Torah portion. In it we read the story of the 12 spies that 
Moses sends to scout the Promised Land ahead of the 
wandering Hebrew tribes' imminent conquest.  Our 
guest Rabbi will take us on a journey of spiritual self-
discovery hidden beneath the literal surface of the text 
and help us uncover the transformative relevance of the 
universal teachings of this particular myth for our lives. 
With a Modern Orthodox, Sephardi background, Rabbi 
Olivier has been a student of Torah and of the Jewish 
way for most of his life.  The Rabbi of Bet Alef 
Meditative Synagogue in Seattle, he is a teacher of non-
dual Judaism. He approaches the Torah as a paradigm 
for spiritual awakening. 
Worship Leader: Ken Merrell 

June 21: Fathers’ Day and 
Summer Solstice  with Rev 
Dennis Reynolds 

Summer arrives with its promise of 
bright days.  On this longest day of the 
year we honor the sacredness of 
fatherhood and give thanks to the Sun 
for its many blessings. Today's service 
will be an intergenerational participatory 
ritual to celebrate the abundance of life 
and to deepen our connection with the 
wisdom of our ancestors.  
Worship Leader: Janella Riegel 
 

June 28: We Are A Covenant People   
Some members of our congregation are gathered this 
weekend with several thousand Unitarian Universalists 
from Congregations and Fellowships around the world 
for our annual General Assembly in Portland, OR.  It is 
our intention that this service at UUCWI, focusing on 
our Covenants with each other, Earth and creation, will 
offer a “taste” of GA and remind us that UUCWI is also 
a part of the much larger, vibrant UU community.  The 
music, readings and a sermon entitled “Tasting the Wine 
of Astonishment” by Rev. Dr. William F. Schulz are 
drawn from the 2013 closing GA worship service. Rev. 
Schulz served as president of the UUA for eight years 
and as executive director of Amnesty International USA 
for 12 years. He now serves as president and CEO of the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, our faith's 
global human rights organization 
Special Music: Nola Allen  
Worship Leaders: Marsha Morgan and Effie Brown 

 

If you do not rest yourself, the universe will rest you.  It is said that, 
"the surest sign of a nervous breakdown is the feeling that your work 
is extremely important."  Your work is important, but not as important 
as your spirit.  ~ Alan Cohen, I Had It All The Time 

  



 

Community Building   
 

South End  
Coffee Klatch  

The June South End 
Coffee Klatch is scheduled 
for Saturday June 20 at 
1:00. We will gather once 
again at South Whidbey 

Commons. This month’s get together is 
scheduled on the 3rd Saturday to avoid a 
conflict with General Assembly, which is in 
Portland the last weekend of June. It is 
scheduled for the afternoon so folks can still 
participate in the “almost Solstice” work 
party at the church that same morning.   ~ 
Rev Dennis 

Lunch Brunch 
Sunday, June 14 will be the next 
Second Sunday Lunch Bunch at 
the Freeland China City at 
11:45.  As always, it’s open to all members and 
friends of the Congregation for informal talk and 
getting to know one another better.  We choose 
several plates to share with one another and split 
the cost between us.  We invite you to be a part of 
the group for this month.  If you enjoy being with 
us, then perhaps you, too, will become a regular of 
the Lunch Bunch. 
For more information, please contact Jelcy 
Romberg at Jelcy@jelcy.com or  
call 360 222-3355 

 
poetry of e.e. cummings  

A new poetry study group starts this October 6th.  We 
will meet for six Tuesdays from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m. at 
UUCWI.  The last book published in Cummings’ 
lifetime was 95 poems.  This individual volume is not 
available from our library but may be purchased 
inexpensively from online vendors such as 
Amazon.com, or may be borrowed via the internet from 
openlibrary.org.  It is also incorporated in “Complete 
Poems,” one copy of which is available in the library.  
Cummings was a controversial figure during his life.  
He became my favorite poet when I discovered him 
toward the end of my teen years.  Much later, after 
learning about his connection with UUism, I wanted to 
take another look at him and his poetry.  Two 
biographies were useful:  “E.E. Cummings:  The 
Magic-Maker” by Charles Norman (his contemporary), 
and “Dreams in the Mirror” by Richard Kennedy.   
Edward Estlin Cummings was born on Oct. 14th 1894 
in a large house built by his father who was a Unitarian 
minister and I believe you can see the connection with 
our principles in the poem (see sidebar) 
Joan Gerteis and I will facilitate these meetings which 
will be limited to ten people, so please let one of us 
know if you’re planning to join us.  The first week’s 
assignment will be to read the first 20 poems in the 
book and select one to read for the group.  Joan’s 
number is 221-2189 and mine is 579-2838.   

~ Mary Goolsby 

 
because you take life in your stride 

 
because you take life in your stride 
(instead of scheming how to beat the 
noblest game 
a man can proudly lose, or playing dead 
and hoping death himself will do the 
same)  
 
because you aren’t afraid to kiss the dirt 
(and consequently dare to climb the sky) 
because a mind no other mind should try  
to fool has always failed to fool your 
heart 
 
but most 
(without the smallest doubt) 
because no best is quite so good you 
don’t  
conceive a better; and because no evil is 
so 
worse than worst you fall in hate with 
love 
 
--human one mortally immortal i 
can turn immense all time’s because to 
why            ~ ee cummings 

  



Community Building (continued)   
 

Fourth Annual UUCWI Women’s Retreat 
Fort Ebey State Park July 22-23rd 
Over the next few weeks women of our Congregation will be 
asked which of the following themes they would like to focus 
on at this year’s Women’s Retreat:  Women’s Wisdom, the 
Creative Life, or Spirituality as related to Nature.   
Facilitated discussion/conversation around the most preferred 
theme will take place during the afternoon of July 22nd (in a 
large circle gathering)  and then, after dinner, there will be 
opportunity to continue those discussions/conversations in 
smaller groups. 
This theme focus is something new for our Retreat.  Retreat 
planners believe that this gathering of UUCWI women offers 
tremendous opportunity to explore a chosen topic from a 
female perspective - in a setting conducive to intimate, 
thoughtful conversation & discussion - and we’re going to do 
it!  This retreat also offers, of course, opportunity to build ‘community’ amongst the women in our 
Congregation, and opportunity for us to experience nature more deeply either through suggested 
focused activities or simple personal engagement with the incredible natural beauty of the retreat site. 
Opportunities for games and guided walks, or just relaxed conversation will be available when first 
arriving at the Park at 2:30.    Snacks during the afternoon discussion sessions and dinner afterwards 
will be pot-luck as usual, and the day will be brought to a close around a campfire with singing and 

storytelling.   Those who will be camping overnight will 
arrange separately for breakfast & morning 
activities.  Overnight camping is encouraged, and some 
folks have tents they are willing to share with others! 
You’ll find a handout with the complete schedule for the 
retreat available in the foyer on Sundays, or you can 
request one by email from Joan Gerteis, Christi Shaffer or 
Lois Anderson. (You may also indicate your theme 
preference by email if you wish). 
Registration will begin Sunday, May 31st (in the foyer 
after Services) and there will be a $5 registration 
fee.  Additional information over the coming weeks will 

be in the Friday E-news, on the UUCWI Facebook site, and in the July newsletter.  
              ~ Joan Gerteis, Christi Shaffer, May-Britt Kron,  Lois Anderson, your retreat planning team. 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye 

Although his appointment to sainthood cannot be officially 
announced until September or later, you may now address your 
prayers of praise and thanks to Saint Christopher of the Grounds, 
or you may send emails of gratitude for the wonderful hard work 
Chris Bell is doing in creating and maintaining our park-like 
environment.  Many of us have experienced the fun and joy he 

generates in this process.  To get in on the fun, join us for the Third Saturday Work 
Parties – the next being 20 June, starting at 9 am.  Thank you Chris for answering my 
prayers.    ~ Gene Berg, Building & Grounds Chair 

 
 



Announcements  
 

Combination Change! 
The front door combination will be changed 
on 1 July 2015 to help protect the security of 
our building.  Members who need key access 
may request the new combination from Gene 
Berg of the Building and Grounds 
Committee [443-928-2689 or 
gaberg678@gmail.com]  All users must 
agree to follow the following procedure each 
and every time when opening or locking the 
building: 
1. Open the lock box, remove the key, 

unlock or lock the door, immediately 
return the key to the lock box, close up 
the lock box, spin the combination, close 
the shutter. 

2. Never leave the lock box combination 
exposed.  Protect it.  Always spin the 
dials. 

3. Check all other doors and windows when 
locking up.  Be security conscious when 
locking up. 

Come One, Come All 
Congregational Meeting,  
June 7 after the service 

Members of UUCWI are invited and encouraged to 
attend our annual congregational meeting to assure 
we have a quorum.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to elect officers, trustees and nominating committee 
members, and to adopt our 2015/2016 operating 
budget.  Our by-laws do not allow for proxy voting.  
Members should already have received an email 
with information about the meeting, including a 
copy of the proposed budget.  If you would like to 
have the budget data available for your reference 
during the 
meeting, please 
bring a copy. .  
Anyone can attend 
the meeting, but 
only members 
may vote.  

 

From our dear friend, member and UU minister, Bill Graves:  The Kittitas Valley (Ellensburg) 
UU Congregation on April 25 voted unanimously to take a leap of faith by retaining a part-time 
minister; namely, UUCWI member Rev. Bill Graves.   Bill found them to be a lovely group and is 
thrilled by this new endeavor. Bill and Frances do not intend to move their primary residence from 
Whidbey Island and still intend to remain active at UUCWI, although Bill will be transferring his 
membership to Kittitas Valley. 

 

Kudos: The place looks great!!  After our work party on May 
16th, the lawn is manicured, thanks to Dave Sweetwood who 
arrived at 6:30 to start the mowing process (well, maybe not 6:30 
but the job was well underway when  I arrived at 8:30).  All of 
those evergreens, hoping to obscure the property for admiring 

eyes, are now gone and a huge job this 
turned out to be.  Credit goes to Tom 
Buxton and Dennis Reynolds.  Dan 
Anderson tackled the years of cruddy 
moss build-up on the porch outside of 
the sanctuary with the power washer and this is such an improvement.  That 
was a tough job.  Ginger White supplied us with goodies, worked inside 
with Terra Anderson and Judy Kaplan, and then they all came outside to 
make sure the weeds would not take over the front beds.  Aah, it all looks 
so nice.  
Thank you all for your part in making sure that we can be proud of our 
second home. ~ Chris Bell, a.k.a. St Christopher of the Grounds 

  



The Minister’s Corner 
 

Pondering Privilege 
I have been thinking a lot, of late, about privilege. It was prompted, in part, 
by the recent accounts on the news of young men of color dying either at the 
hands of the police or while in police custody and the demonstrations and the 
national dialogue that have followed. My ponderings were also increased by 
the recent White Privilege Worship Service that was offered by a group of 
women who have been participating for months in a study of the book 
Witnessing Whiteness and an exploration of the reality of racial privilege in 
our society.   
In that service, the facilitators led all in attendance in an exercise where we 

were invited to stand if we, or those close to us, had been impacted by behaviors and attitude that 
moved us to the margins or placed us at a disadvantage.. I must admit that I spent most of that time 
remaining in my seat. It was one more reminder that as a heterosexual, college educated, white male, 
from an educated middle class relatively healthy family who has, but for a brief of illness and 
recovery, encountered few physical barriers that impeded my ability to participate in my chosen 
activities. 
I have been the recipient of privilege and advantages that had nothing to do with anything I have 
done. Rather I have been aided by the fact that, in the game of life, I have been on the uphill side of an 
uneven playing field. Admitting that is hard. 
Since that service, I have heard directly and indirectly, from several people who asked why no men 
were part of that service? The answer is that, except for Charlie Knutila, who was out of state as this 
service was being constructed, no other man in the UUCWI community chose to participate in the 
exploration of privilege that led to the development of this thoughtful and emotionally moving 
service. Men were not part of the service because we skipped the prerequisites.  
As a former employee of a public university and as a UU seminarian, I have been required to take 
workshops and classes that looked directly at the reality of privilege and unequal opportunity.  Such 
eye opening work is not easy, in fact to the contrary it is unsettling and sometimes it hurts.       
As a UU minister and as a person of conscience I am deeply called to not turn away from realities that 
bring me pain. As the line in the song “Let It be Dance” tells it I am called rather to “bare the pain,” to 
acknowledge painful realities. Then I can begin the difficult process of trying to do something in 
response to those realities that might help level the field bit by bit. 
So this past month I have been doing some re-reading of a couple of short yet moving books by the 
writer Time Wise, Dear White People and Between Barack and a Hard Place. I joined Lori Taylor at 
an Island County Commissioners meeting to voice concern over the death of a young man in our 
County Jail. This young man was marginalized not by race, but by other challenges. Later that week 
Suzanne and I joined with staff from UU Voices for Justice in a Black Lives Matter demonstration in 
Seattle. I also attended an event here at UUCWI where a Native American speaker listed a portion of 
the injustices that have been heaped on his people.   
In short, I did all I could think to do. I continued to seek to deepen my understanding, I spoke up in 
the only ways I knew how, and I listened. Such limited actions may not change the world, but I know 
they change me and sometimes that’s the only thing I can do..            ~ Rev Dennis Reynolds 
 

Those who enjoy the greatest lives are not extraordinary people, or even ordinary people with 
something added.  They are not necessarily the wealthiest or most professionally acclaimed. 
Those who sparkle with aliveness are ordinary people with nothing taken away. They have not 
lost their wonder of the moment.  They cherish the presence of a friend; they marvel when a child 
takes their hand. They find a gift in each moment of living. ~ Mary Manion Morrisey 

 
  



The Wider World of Unitarian Universalism 
Continuing our UU History lessons… 

We need more than a statue here  
There was much connection between New England and the 
Northwest in the early days of European settlement of our region.  In 
the Chinook jargon, the word for “American” was “Boston.”  Seeds 
of Unitarianism, sometimes called “the Boston religion”, were 
carried naturally into this region.  Thomas Lamb Eliot established a 
strong liberal religious presence in Portland soon after the Civil War; 
Samuel A. Eliot successfully launched a sister church in Seattle, 
albeit only after some earlier efforts had failed.  
Another minister, with both Unitarian and Universalist connections, 
Thomas Starr King, achieved a lot in a life of only four decades.  His 
heroic efforts, while serving as the first minister of San Francisco's 
Unitarian Church, are credited with a major role in keeping California in the Union during the Civil 
War.  When not campaigning for the Union, he organized the Pacific Coast branch of what became 

the American Red Cross.  Though he only lived in California for the last four 
years of his short life, his statue was one of two representing California from 
1931 to 2009 in the US Capitol's Statuary Hall.  But looking to Boston to send 
pioneering pastors out west did not always work out so well.      
In the late 1800's a new church was organized in inland California, and 
Unitarian HQ in Boston dispatched a young minster to fill the pulpit. Arnold 
Crompton, in Unitarianism on the Pacific Coast, tells us that, “on the man's 
third Sunday in the pulpit, he announced that he was the reincarnated Messiah! 
When the congregation refused to worship him and obey him, he committed 
suicide.  And that was the end of the church also”.  View this awful event as a 
lesson in the importance of quality control or as a window into the darkness 
that can lurk, even within the aura of an affirmative and enlightened religion.   
It is a matter of record that it had quite an impact.  The movement to establish 
a Unitarian seminary on the West Coast was accelerated by this singular 
tragedy, as West Coast Unitarians began to think they definitely needed a local 
training center they could keep an eye on, though it took a while for the dream 
to become reality in the form of Pacific Unitarian School for the Ministry.   

In 1941, the Pacific Unitarian School for the Ministry (finally founded in 1904) was renamed Starr 
King School.  It is my alma mater, so, while I may be sad for the part played by the delusional young 
preacher-suicide in the School's founding, I'm pleased to be connected through SKSM with such a 
figure as Thomas Starr King.  ~ Rev. Mitch Howard, retired 

 
UU CLIMATE JUSTICE TRAINING FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
GROW Climate Justice, the Grounded & Resilient Organizers' Workshop, is an intensive 5-day 
training on spiritually-grounded climate justice activism for young adults who are college and post-
college age. The workshop will be held August 7-11, 2015, at the Cenacle Retreat Center in Chicago.  
Tim DeChristopher, the young man who is the subject of the film Bidder 70 and who is now a UU 
ministerial student at Harvard Divinity School, is working with the UU College of Social Justice to 
create GROW Climate Justice as part of the Commit2Respond initiative of our faith communities that 
addresses climate change. The workshop will help participants advance their skills for effective 
strategy and tactics, as well as provide the support to grapple with the emotional and spiritual 
challenge of "fighting for love in the age of extinction."   Learn more at uucsj.org/grow. There is 
some financial assistance available.  Deadline for applications is Friday, June 5.  ~ Gary Piazzon 
  



and Justice for All  
Social and Environmental Justice Council….be in the know! 
Success!  We’re now your newly Board-approved Social and Environmental Justice Council, 
focusing on the interrelationship of social and environment issues.  And, our topic this month is food 
security.   
Did you know that our congregation is a part of the food security chain for dozens of families on 
South Whidbey Island?  Do you realize that Lois Chowen, Kristy Knickrehm, Gaea Van Breda, Jelcy 
and Conrad Romberg, Dallas Huth, Corinne and David Ludy, Gaye Simpson, Norma Clark, and Lisa 
Siders work together in various combinations on Monday mornings to supply Whidbey Island 
Nourishes (WIN) with up to 100 burritos and 100 bags of trail mix weekly?  That’s over 10% of our 
congregation offering their time to see that children and youth have greater food security because of 
the lunches they take home each weekend or receive free from the WIN vending machines.  
Our efforts integrate with WIN, the Good Cheer garden, and local farmers to provide healthy food for 
our local families.  Globally, land stewardship, sustainable farming practices, and our attention to 
climate change all interact together to strengthen the possibility of food security throughout the world.  
So, while our work seems to impact families only in our community, our efforts are part of the 
interconnected web of all things on the planet.  When asked about why they help with WIN, Gaea 
responded that she enjoys supporting and working with our team of WIN volunteers, knowing that as 
she delivers the food from our kitchen to the WIN kitchen, the food ends up with children and 
families who need it.   
Jelcy offered this story: 

There was a time when the meals on our table came from the veggies and a few fruits that my 
mother grew in our back yard.  That was a long time ago and our family condition greatly improved 
over the 9 years from that home garden food to when I moved out to go to university. 
Now it is my turn to help children get nutritious foods that they couldn’t have otherwise because of 
the economic woes in their homes. 
It is a joy to meet with the other women on the Monday morning WIN team to prepare various 
snacks and meals for these anonymous children.  They don’t have to know whom we are nor the 
many men and women over at the Langley school cafeteria where many help WIN volunteers help 
the few children who need extra food that their families cannot afford to set out on the table for 
them. 
At UUCWI we are just a small part of a larger picture, but what we do is an important part of the 
day for quite a few children who could not thrive and grow into healthy young adults without outside 
help. 

Thank you everyone! 
 
 

"We have to 'leave home,' in a sense, leave our comfortable ways of 
being, to find ourselves and our calling. We need to develop a passionate 
discontent, an anger that picks us up and shakes us by the neck and will 
not let us go. The Holy Spirit, you know, is not on the side of order and 
stability."   

~ Marilyn Sewell, minister emerita, First Unitarian Church of Portland 
 
  



and Justice for All  (continued) 
 
From Judy Kaplan on behalf our UUCWI Witnessing Whiteness study group: 

African-Americans are Unfairly 
Targeted 

FACT: African-Americans comprise 12 percent of drug 
users, but 38 percent of those arrested for drug 
offenses. African-Americans serve nearly as much time 
in prison for non-violent drug (58.7 months) offenses as 
whites do for violent offenses (61.7 months).  
FACT: The effects of incarceration endure long after a 
prisoner is released. A felony conviction and 
incarceration leave a permanent scar, denying the ex-
offender access to jobs, assistance with food and 
housing and voting rights. Federal law permanently 
bans people with felony drug convictions from 
receiving short-term welfare (TANF) or food stamps 
(SNAP).  In some states, released felons are banned 
from public housing which can separate them from 
their families and lead to homelessness. In some states, 
there are obstacles to personal advancement for 
released felons such as denial of drivers’ and 
professional licenses for accountants, barbers, hair 
stylists, nail technicians, etc.  
The good news is that members of Congress are now 
recognizing this massive and unfair incarceration 
problem as well as the failure of the 1980’s War on 
Drugs. Will they hear from you? 
FACT: Both parties of the US Congress support reform 
of the federal mandatory minimum sentences for 
certain non-violent drug offenses. 
Let’s help felons reestablish themselves upon their 
release with jobs, housing, food and reconnection with 
their families.  
Please communicate to Rep. Rick Larsen and to 
Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell of your 
humanitarian concerns.  
Representative Rick Larsen: 800 562-1385 

 www.larsen.house.gov  
Senator Patty Murray:  866 481-9186  

www.murray.senate.gov   
Senator Maria Cantwell: 888 648-7328 

www.cantwell.senate.gov   
Information above provided by the UU Social Justice 
Council (UUSJC) and the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL) 

 

Federal Legislation Pending 

The Smarter Sentencing Act, S. 502, in the 
Senate and H.R. 920 in the House of 
Representatives, would reduce mandatory 
minimum sentences for low-level drug 
offences and rein in the growing costs of our 
federal prison system. This act would also 
make the Fair Sentencing Act of 2010 
retroactive, and modestly restore the judges’ 
discretion as to the length of prison terms.  
The Justice Safety Valve Act (S.353 and 
H.R. 706) would give judges discretion to 
issue sentences shorter that the mandatory 
minimums currently required by law.  
The Redeem Act (S. 675 and H.R. 1672) 
sets up a process to expunge the record for 
non-violent crimes in certain cases. It also 
makes it possible for non-violent drug 
offenders to receive SNAP (food stamps) and 
TANF (short-term welfare) if they otherwise 
qualify for assistance.  
The Second Chance Reauthorization Act 
(no number yet) helps people leaving prison 
to find housing, employment, substance-
abuse treatment and educational 
opportunities.  

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Whidbey Island 

2014 - 2015 Board of Trustees 
John Long, President 

Libby Roberts, Vice President 
Charlie Knutila, Treasurer 
Gladys Howard, Secretary 

Frank Allen, Trustee 
Mary Goolsby, Trustee 
Sarah Richards, Trustee 

If you wish to contact any of the Board members,  
call UUCWI voice mail at  360-321-8656. 
 
Minister: Dennis Reynolds  541-517-7325 
 minister@uucwi.org 
Chaplain: Sally Elder  360-675-3314 
 chaplain@uucwi.org 
Our minister and chaplain are available for rites of 
passage ceremonies (including ceremonies of 
commitment or union) and pastoral visits. 
 
Administrator: Mavis Cauffman 
 admin@uucwi.org 
Director of Religious Exploration: Ginger White 
 re_dir@uucwi.org 
 
 
 
 
 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CONGREGATION OF WHIDBEY ISLAND 
P.O. Box 1076 Freeland, WA 98249  
360-321-8656 uucwi.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Information: 
News, announcements, events, and other items of 
interest to members of the congregation should be 
submitted in writing by the 20th of each month to 
editor, Terra Anderson at newsletter@uucwi.org.  
Suggestions for articles and information of interest 
to the whole congregation are encouraged. 
 
Items submitted after press time will appear in the 
following month's newsletter if appropriate.   
 
 
Communications Committee: 
Terra Anderson, Newsletter Editor  
Mavis Cauffman, Congregational Administrator 
Charlie Knutila, Website Manager: 
 wwg_chair@uucwi.org 

 
UUCWI’s website:  www.uucwi.org 
“Like” us on Facebook … Search for Whidbey 

Unitarian or UUCWI 
 



 


