
Island Passages March 2015            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

10am UU 
Worship 

4pm Quaker 
Worship 

6pm OWL 
 

2 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm Power of 

Vulnerability 
4pm Meditation  
6:30pm Poetry 

of Mary Oliver 
7pm Rehearsal 

3 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
7pm Choir 

4 
10am UU Men's 

Group 
7pm Rehearsal 
 

 

5 
7pm Book 

Group   
7pm Rehearsal 
 

 

6 
10am VAC 
11:45 TWOG 
6pm Family 

Game Night 
 

7 
7pm Auction 

Event 
 

8 
9:45am OWL 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:15am Artists’ 

reception 
4pm Quaker 

Worship 
5pm Quaker 

Dinner 

9 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm Power of 

Vulnerability 
6:30 pm PFLAG 
6:30pm Poetry 

of Mary Oliver 
 

10 
10am Women's  

Group 
10am 

Membership 
Ctte 

1pm Dennis' 
Office Hours 

3pm SRC Strg 
Ctte 

7pm Choir 

11 
7pm Worship 

Ctte 
 

12 
10am Quaker 

Mtg 
1:30pm Quaker 

Mtg 
6pm Audubon 
 

13 
11:45 TWOG 
 

14 
1pm North End 

Coffee 
 
 

15 
8:45am Choir 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:20am 

Parents’ Mtg 
4pm Quaker 

Worship  
5pm Quaker 

Business Mtg 
7pm Dances of 

Universal Peace 

16 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm Power of 

Vulnerability 
4pm Meditation  
6:30pm Poetry 

of Mary Oliver 
 
 

17 
 
 

 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
6:30pm 

Leadership 
Council 

 

18 
10am UU Men's 

Group 
4pm MAGIC 
 

19 
3pm Ctte on 

Ministry 
4pm Finance 

Ctte 
6pm North End 

Grp 
 
 

20 
11:45 TWOG 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 
9am Work Party  

sponsored by 
Committee on 
Ministry  

11am Setup 
11:30 Equinox 

Service 
2:30p Rehearsal  
6p Circle Dinner  

22 
9:45am OWL 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:30am C2R 
11:30am Shared 

Ministry Forum 
4pm Quaker 

Worship  

23 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
1pm Power of 

Vulnerability 
 

24 
10am Women's  

Group 
1pm Dennis' 

Office Hours 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
1:30pm Quaker 

Mtg 
7pm BOT Mtg 
 
 

27 
11:45 TWOG 
7pm Greening 

Congregation” 
 

28 
10:30 South End 

Coffee 

29 
10am UU 

Worship 
11:30am C2R: 
1pm Rehearsal 
4pm Quaker 

Worship  
6pm North End 

Dine Out 
7pm Dances of 

Universal Peace 

30 
8:45am WIN 
10am Dance 
7pm Rehearsal 

 

31 
 

1pm Dennis' 
Office Hours 

7pm Rehearsal 
 

 

 
And always check the most current version of 

our calendar online at www.uucwi.org 



March Worship Services  (Sundays at 10 am unless otherwise noted) 
 
Mar 1:  Taproot  

with Rev Dennis Reynolds  
The roots of religious experience run deep. From 
the emergence of humans as thinking beings we 
have pondered the deep, religious questions of 
life. How do the root messages and root 
metaphors from ancient times still touch us and 
shape our seeking?  
Music: Alex Bonesteel 
Worship Leader:  Gladys Howard 

Mar 8: International Women’s Day  
What does gender equality look like? After all 
these years, why is feminism still important 
and relevant? What does it mean to be a 
feminist today? We will raise questions about 
what feminism means to each of us and hope to 
probe an array of different answers.  Please 
join us after the service for a forum discussion 
of feminism in each of our lives. 
Music: Nola Allen 
Worship Leaders: Toyan Copeland & Eileen Soskin 

Mar 15: John Lennon 
with Rev Dennis Reynolds 

Join us was draw upon the musical legacy of this 
iconic and often challenging poet, activist and 
songwriter.  He travelled from his blue collar and 
troubled boyhood in Liverpool, through mega-
stardom as a Beatle and eventually somewhat 
quieter times, to gift us with a legacy of music 
and perhaps a different way of looking at the 
world. 
Music: UUCWI Chalice Choir & the UUCWI Trio 
Worship Leader: Ken Merrell 

 

Saturday 

Mar 21: Spring Equinox   11:30 am 
Springtime is rapidly approaching and it is 
time to celebrate! All our welcome to join our 
open ritual for Eostar.  Before we plunge 
forward into the light half of the year, this is a 
moment of balance to think about what we are 
symbolically planting in our lives, a time to 
open ourselves to inspiration and growth.  
Worship Leader: Janella Riegel 
 

 
 
This will be a family-friendly event with 
childcare available for wee ones. You are 
invited to bring a food item and stay for a 
potluck luncheon following the ritual.    
Contact Janella at earthspirit@uucwi.org with any 
questions. 

Mar 22: Paths to Liberation: moving 
toward Passover and Easter  
with Rabbi Ted Falcon 

Liberation from	  enslavement is one of the 
enduring themes of the human drama. What's the 
difference between inner and outer enslavement? 
What would true liberation look like today?  
Worship Leader:  Rick Weiss 
Mar 29:  The (Im)morality of Climate 

Change with members of UUCWI 
Yes, we know climate change is happening.  But 
what, if anything, are we prepared to do about it?  
We know it is happening, but for many (most?) of 
us, it is just too painful to contemplate, too big 
and certainly too complex to imagine that we can 
make a difference.   What do our UU principles 
ask of us?   
Please join members of the Social Responsibility 
Council after the service for a discussion of what 
this big question might mean to each of us, 
individually and collectively. 
Music: Laurie Riley & Gaea Van Breda 
Worship Leader:  Terra Anderson 

 
 

  



 

Community Building the UUCWI Way   
 

New Gallery exhibit:  
VIVA CUBA LIBRE:  REFLECTIONS 
Throughout March & April our gallery will feature a 
unique collection of photos recently taken in Cuba by 
Whidbey photographer Nancy Duncan.  Her work reflects 
textures & flavors of the country that will likely disappear 
now that US sanctions are being lifted.  
Whidbey fiber artist Molly Petersons ignites this exciting 
exhibit with her complex & colorful woven scarves & 
shawls.  
An artists’ reception will be held Sunday, March 8th   after 
the worship service. ~ Joan Gerteis 

 

Book Discussion Group News:  7pm, March 5 
Our book group will be discussing Alexandra Fuller’s Don’t Let’s Go to 
the Dogs Tonight: An African Childhood.   This book is an extremely 
engaging biography that reads like a novel:  this is the one you might want 
to join us for if you are not already participating! 
Here’s an excerpt from a New York Times review:  “Ms. Fuller's gripping 
memoir is made up, in equal parts, of stark, matter-of-fact reminiscences 
about her childhood and fierce, Dinesen-esque paeans to the land of 
Africa. Although short, italicized passages chronicle the wrongs that 
whites committed against black Africans in the region -- from the Rudd 
Concession of 1888, which ''tricked King Lobengula of the Matabeles into surrendering mineral rights 
to the British South Africa Company,'' through the Land Apportionment Act of 1930, which allotted 
''21.5 million acres for 'Native Reserves' '' while reserving ''48 million acres for occupation and 
purchase only by Europeans. Ms. Fuller does not judge, rationalize or explain her parents' 
commitment to white rule.   Instead she simply describes what it was like to grow up in Rhodesia in 
the 70's, knowing that she had the power to fire her nanny if she wanted to, knowing that she attended 
a Class A school while black children attended a Class C school. The resulting narrative gives the 
reader an intimate sense of what daily life was like in a segregated and racist society and its insidious 
emotional fallout on children and grown-ups alike”.   ~ Joan Gerteis 
 
 

From our Minister: from recovery to rehab 
For those who haven’t been there to see me at church on recent Sundays, I want to let you know that 
my recovery is almost complete and rehabilitation has begun. I have started physical therapy to regain 
strength lost during my illness and the inactive time that followed. I am returning to my work with the 
church; attending meetings, visiting members, etc. and will be back in the pulpit March1. 
As I continue to grow stronger, I am fortified by all the loving support that Suzanne and I have 
received and continue to receive from this beloved congregation.    Blessings and love,  Dennis 
 
  



From our Leadership   
Introducing Frank Allen, member of the Board of Trustees… 
It’s my turn to share an overview of who I am.  We probably are all 
related on some level.   For me, it doesn’t seem very far back to my 
great grandmother, Eliza Reynolds who had 6 children with her 
husband in Iowa when he went off to the civil war to many 
adventures.  When he came back they had 7 more children.  There is 
a picture somewhere of her smoking a corncob pipe on her front 
porch. 
My mom, an orphan, was the 1st woman president of the Boise High 
School.  She was proud to meet Charles Lindberg and to present him 
with a present from the school saying ” Mr. Lindberg, we are proud 
to present you with this 5$ fountain pen.”  
My dad was a UU minister.  We moved around a lot as I was 
growing up.  All of us 7 kids were blessed to be started in music by 
my mom and we all gradually received wonderful training from 
other teachers.  I met Nola when my family gave a concert in her 
church in Hamburg, NY. 
From my teen years I wanted to be a doctor, and was able to work through the years to get my MD 
and to get further training in internal medicine, nuclear medicine and diagnostic ultrasound.  We 
dragged our growing family from Boston University Medical School to Henry Ford Hospital in 
Detroit, to Chelmsford, Massachusetts, to Walter Reed  Hospital in Washington DC, to Letterman 
Hospital in San Francisco, to US Army Hospital in Landstuhl, Germany, to the NIH in Bethesda, to 
the Mason Clinic in Seattle, private practice in Seattle, Overlake Hospital, ending at the University 
Hospital in Seattle.  Then retirement—whew. 
We have been in the Seattle area since 1973.  We began vacationing on Whidbey shortly thereafter.  
Nola started playing in a trio with Peggy Bardarson and her sister Carol Graef, who had homes on 
Whidbey in the early eighties.  We built our cabin on Goss Lake in 1990.  We have loved our 
association with the UUCWI since the mid nineties and were really excited to help in the building of 
our wonderful home in the woods. 
I wish the whole world could share our affirmation and our principles of right relations. 

 
March Circle Dinner 

Conrad and Jelcy Romberg will be hosting the March 
Circle Dinner at their home on Sat., Mar 31 from 6:00 
until we drop.   Please email or call, (after 1 March)  to 
tell them what you would like to bring to the dinner. 
For those new to the church, the Circle Dinners are 
held monthly in a friend or member's home.  It's a pot 
luck; each participant contacts the hosting household 
to say what (s)he/they will bring so that there are not 
duplicates, for instance, of veggies, main course, 
dessert, etc.  It's informal with no prescribed topic of 
discussion.  It's a nice way to get to know other 
members and friends better.  ~ Jelcy Romberg 

Gene’s puzzler: 
Can you reverse a number by 

multiplying it by 9? 
 

ABCD x 9 = DCBA 
 
 
 
Post your answers to Gene Berg at 

gaberg678@gmail.com 

 

  



Membership Committee News   
We have a new resource for members and close friends of the congregation -- an online database of 
contact information, including photos!   Because of confidentiality, only members and friends already 
listed in our directory will be able to obtain access to this function.  If you are NOT in the directory 
and would like to be, contact our administrator, Mavis Cauffman at admin@uucwi.org. 
If you would like to access this information, here are the steps 
to obtain your personal password.   
(1) Use your favorite web browser to view our congregational 

website: www.uucwi.org 
(2) Hover over the "MEMBERS" option and a drop-down 

menu will appear.   At the bottom of the list,  
click "Sign In." 

(3) On the "Sign In" page, click the "Please click here" link 

 
(1) The FIRST TIME you sign in, you will see the following 

screen.  Be sure to click the "Private/Family" radio button  
and enter your email address and first name EXACTLY as 
they are entered in the directory.  Your entry will be 
compared with what is already in the directory (by the 
software, not a human which is why your spelling must be 
exact), so if they don't match you will get no further!  
Contact Mavis if you have problems at this stage.  
Do not enter a password (you don't have one yet!), and 
click the "Submit" button. 

(2) Soon after you “submit” you will receive an email with your password.   The sender will be 
support@uucwi.net.  The subject line will be UUCWI Directory.  The message will contain your 
unique password.  Please write it down or save this email!  Unlike many other online systems, you 
will NOT be able to change it.   

 (3) This email message may be filtered into your spam/junk folder, so check there if it does not 
appear in your inbox. 

 (4) Once you have your password, return to the "Sign In" screen, click the "Private/Family" radio 
button, enter your information and password and continue to log in. From then on, if you log in 
using your home computer, the system will recognize you automatically. 

A Youtube tutorial on this information is at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ-oTlx0m98&feature=youtu.be 
Once logged in, you will have access to contact information for Members and Friends who are in the 
directory.   Please check your own information for accuracy.  Click the "My Info" button at the top 
to see your household or "family" information.  You can then make changes or enter (or replace) your 
photo.  Only one photo per household can be accommodated.  To add or change the photo, click the 
"Add Photo" button, then select the photo file you want to use.  Note: You MUST click the "Save" 
button for changes to take effect.  If you decide you don't want to make changes, click the "Cancel" 
button.   You can always return to the initial screen by clicking the "Home" button at the top left. 
Click "Members Listing" or "Friends Listing" in the left column to see an alphabetized name list.   
Click on a name to see their full contact information.  This resource will be more and more useful as 
more people upload photos.  So please go on a campaign!  Enter your own photo and encourage 
others to load their photos, too.  In future tutorials I will explain how to generate and print a copy of 
the directory.   
Don't hesitate to contact Mavis if you have questions.  For password problems, please contact Charlie 
Knutila, cknutila@whidbey.com   We plan to demonstrate this new resource after a service this spring so 
watch for an announcement.  ~ Mavis Cauffman 



The Minister’s Corner 
 

It is here.  
Sometimes its arrival is hard to see on a fog-shrouded morning. Sometimes it 
hides in the drizzle. Other mornings the crisp cold wind driven chill seems to 
have settled in to stay. Yet, I can feel it in my chilled bones. 
It is here. 
The birds know it. The grasses begin to grow again and the sap is rising as 
trees journey towards the sky.   
When I am quiet and look deeply I can see it everywhere. I see the buds 
swelling on the tips of the stark branches of the vine maple that brushes 
against our deck. Trees and shrubs all around have buds beginning to burst 

open. Walking in the edges of the woods, I am engulfed by new potentialities. 
Some early arrivals have proved the truth of it all. My neighbor’s camellia was the first to boldly 
unfold its soft pink blooms, knowing full well that raindrops would spot them with brown. The first 
flowering plums have burst forth. Though their fruits will be small and barely edible, the bounty they 
offer affirms what has begun, confirms that it has indeed come. The bulbs that forced green shoots 
upward and the yellow trumpets of the daffodils herald the arrival.    
Throughout time, we humans have watched longingly for the first signs spring.  We need its renewal. 
We need the promise of a fresh start that it offers.  We rush to be ready and we take on the tasks of 
spring. We get busy enriching and preparing the soil and carefully placing the pea seeds and other 
early seedlings into the cool wet soil. We move things around and perhaps add new plantings. 
Necessary spring tasks become a ritual unto themselves. 
We will do many things much like we did last year. It is a time of new beginnings and it’s also a time 
of repeating the routines we followed last time. It comes every year and yet it totally new.  Repetition 
and renewal stand side by side. It is same and it is the unique.  
Soon I will be in the midst of it all. I will be surrounded by blossom, knee deep in the tasks of tilling, 
planting, and then shaping and trimming all that new growth, trying to head it in the desired direction.  
It has come once again and it is still becoming.    Happy Spring - Dennis  
 
 

SHARED MINISTRY: Coming soon to a discussion group near you!! 
By the time you read this, six Chalice Circles will have already met to discuss 
the important topic of what “shared ministry” means to them. Almost half the 
members and friends of UUCWI have participated so far.  There will be more 
opportunities for those of you who have not yet engaged, as more meetings are 
scheduled.  There is already one planned for March 22 after the service.  Some 
typical questions we explore are: 

• If you had to use one word for ministry what would it be? 
• What is your understanding and experience of ministry in this congregation?  
• When you think of shared ministry in our congregation, what comes to your mind and heart? 
• What do you long to give and what do you long to receive within our shared ministry 

We want to know your thoughts!  Already we are grateful for your responses. We anticipate sharing 
what we have learned sometime later this spring, though the format has not yet been determined.  
Remember - we need to hear YOUR voice no matter how long you have been associated with 
UUCWI! This is shared ministry after all and we can't share if we don't all participate.   
On behalf of the Phase II Committee on Shared Ministry, thank you!  ~ Gladys Howard 

  



Unitarian Universalism Wider and Deeper 
Continuing our UU History lessons… 

PREACH NOW;   SAIL LATER 
Among my diverse duties as Executive Director of Murray Grove 
Conference Center was telling the tale of Thomas Potter, John 
Murray, and autumn weather at the Jersey shore.  Murray's ship, the 
brig “Hand-in-Hand”, had sought shelter from a storm in Barnegat 
Bay in late September of 1770.  Murray got more than he bargained 
for. Why should this matter to us now?  Few today know of Murray 
or Potter.  At Murray Grove, I came to feel I knew them personally 
through their shared story, which I retold to many a weekend retreat 
group.  I still feel the excitement that story foretold.   
Potter was a self-taught Quaker Universalist who built a meeting-
house in the South Jersey pine wilderness hoping a worthy preacher 
would be sent to proclaim the seriously good news of universal salvation.  Skeptical neighbors called 
it “Potter's Folly”.  John Murray had been a Methodist preacher in Britain who adopted Universalist 
views.  Ostracism and tragic misfortune then befell him.  He forswore the preacher's calling, seeking a 
new life in America.  But, en route to New York, his ship had to take shelter from the raging Atlantic.  
He came ashore seeking provisions; the sturdy woodsman Potter met him and became convinced that 
Murray was the preacher he was awaiting.  “No way,” said Murray, “that's in my past.”  Potter, who 
knew well his local environment, realized that Murray's boat was going nowhere until after Sunday.  
He told his hesitant visitor:  "The wind will never change, sir, until you have delivered to us, in that 
meeting-house, a message from God." 
The weather “cooperated”, the preacher relented, the sermon was given and a career was launched 
which reshaped the fabric of American religion during the first century and a half of our national 
independence.  John Murray's voice lit the flame of Universalism in America, which spread so avidly 
that by Civil War times, the Universalist Church became one of the five largest denominations in the 
USA!  Although I find it sad that Universalism is not a major organizational force now, there is 
consolation in the ways that the Universalist spirit has broadly influenced Methodism and other 
relatively liberal strains of Protestantism.   
Murray's sense of his mission came to be immemorially summarized in this charge: “Give the people 
not hell, but hope and courage.”  In these days of ISIL and Ebola, there's plenty enough “hell on 
earth” to keep us busy indefinitely.  We need all the hope and courage we can find, in our Universalist 
roots and elsewhere, to deal with all the hellish challenges facing humanity in this still-young century.   
~  Mitch Howard 
 
 

March is the month to apply to be a GA 
volunteer.   Volunteers get free GA registration in 
return for 24 hours of volunteer service at GA for 
adults, 14 hours for youth.  The application forms 
will be posted on www.uua.org/ga on March 2. 
Volunteers need to apply by March 31.  So if you 
want to be a volunteer, don't miss that deadline!  
GA Registration & Housing Reservations open 
March 2.   If you register before May 1, you get a 

lower registration rate.  (You can pre-register through mid-June and even walk in and register onsite, 
but why not make up your mind early and take advantage of the March-April discount?)   For 
housing, you'll find a selection of hotels, dormitories, and UU home hospitality to choose from, at a 
range of prices.  Descriptions of the housing options will be posted soon on www.uua.org/GA.   
 
  



Social Responsibility Council News 
 
SRC…Be In the Know!  
Have you signed onto our UU environmental justice movement, Commit2Respond?  Thanks to those 
who have and here’s the link for those who haven’t yet.  www.commit2respond.org  Why sign onto yet 
another movement? Check this out; it’s compelling! 
Commit2Respond is grounded in environmental justice rather than environmental ism — and we are specifically 
focused on the injustices related to climate change. 
• Justice means recognizing that the peoples who contribute the least to climate change are the ones suffering 

the most because of it. 
• Justice means understanding that oppressions are inextricably linked and that the values that have resulted in 

the degradation of human groups through slavery, colonization, genocide, and mass incarceration are the 
same values leading to the destruction of Earth. 

• Justice means grounding our work in the needs and leadership of marginalized peoples who are most 
impacted by and are fighting climate change—Native peoples, island peoples, poor and low-income peoples 
whose livelihood and lives depend on the land. 

• Justice means working in relationship and partnership, always seeking community-based solutions that 
challenge the status quo rather than individual actions that only uphold the power structures and values that 
are destroying our world. 

Commit2Respond’s Climate Justice Month (March 22-April 22) includes focus topics for each 
week.  Sunday homilies, Sunday and weekday forums, and other events will happen during the month.  
We hope you will want to participate.  An especial thanks to Gary Piazzon and the SRC team for 
providing resources we can explore online, each week, to learn more about climate justice.   Look for 
additional resources in the April Newsletter 
Week 1:  World Water day 3/22/15; forum following Sunday service.  What’s more important 
than water? Learn what UofW professor Dr Richard Gammon has to say about the crisis facing the 
planet’s fresh water supply and why the UN has made access to it a human right. 
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/world-water/ 
Week 2:  Global Warming, Our Responses and Options: A forum will follow our service on 
March 29th. What now are we called to do? http://www.joannamacy.net/multimedia/videos/286-joannas-
presentation-from-the-transformation-without-apocalypse-sympoisum.html 
Week 3:  Reconnecting with hope through relationship, exploring who is impacted by our energy 
sources 
Week 4:  Committing to long-term actions to shift energy, advance human rights, and grow the 
climate justice movement 
April 22:  EARTH DAY  Community events here on Whidbey Island  http://www.whidbeyearthday.org 
We will provide more information as it emerges.  Watch your Friday e-news and the April newsletter.  
Meanwhile, with ideas and questions, contact Jean McInstosh at jeanmc@whidbey.com, Libby Roberts at  
libbyroberts10@gmail.com, Linda Good at llgood@langleywa.org, or Gary Piazzon at  piazzon@comcast.net.   
 

For our dedicated offering in February we collected $458 for PFLAG.    
Thank you for your generosity, UUCWI!   

 
The next Greening Congregations  event is Friday, March 27th at 7pm in the sanctuary, 
featuring the film Green Fire, the first full-length documentary film ever made about legendary 
environmentalist Aldo Leopold.  It highlights his extraordinary career and his influence on the modern 
environmental movement. You can view a trailer for the film here: http://www.aldoleopold.org/greenfire/  ~ 
~ Gary Piazzon 
 



Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Whidbey Island 

2014 - 2015 Board of Trustees 
John Long, President 
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Charlie Knutila, Treasurer 
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If you wish to contact any of the Board members,  
call UUCWI voice mail at  360-321-8656. 
 
Minister: Dennis Reynolds  541-517-7325 
 minister@uucwi.org 
Chaplain: Sally Elder  360-675-3314 
 chaplain@uucwi.org 
Our minister and chaplain are available for rites of 
passage ceremonies (including ceremonies of 
commitment or union) and pastoral visits. 
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CONGREGATION OF WHIDBEY ISLAND 
P.O. Box 1076 Freeland, WA 98249  
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Newsletter Information: 
News, announcements, events, and other items of 
interest to members of the congregation should be 
submitted in writing by the 20th of each month to 
editor, Terra Anderson at newsletter@uucwi.org.  
Suggestions for articles and information of interest 
to the whole congregation are encouraged. 
 
Items submitted after press time will appear in the 
following month's newsletter if appropriate.   
 
 
Communications Committee: 
Terra Anderson, Newsletter Editor  
Mavis Cauffman, Congregational Administrator 
Charlie Knutila, Website Manager: 
 wwg_chair@uucwi.org 

 
UUCWI’s website:  www.uucwi.org 
“Like” us on Facebook … Search for Whidbey 

Unitarian or UUCWI 
 

 


