Island Passages
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

8:45 WIN
4pm Meditation
5:30pm TWOG

8:45am Choir

7

10am U U
W orship

8

8:45 WIN
5:30pm TWOG
6:30 pm PFLAG

4pm Quaker
Worship

14
10am U U
W orship
4pm Quaker
Worship
5pm Quaker
dinner

15

8:45 WIN
4pm Meditation
5:30pm TWOG

9

10am Women's
Group
10am
Membership
Ctte
1pm Dennis'
Office Hours
3pm SRC strg
ctte WiFire

16

1pm Dennis'
Office Hours
6:30pm Habitat
mtg

Wed

3

10am UU Men's
Group

7pm Worship
Ctte

10

17

10am UU Men's
Group
4pm MAGIC
6pm Guillemot
Mtg

Thu

4

10am Quaker
Mtg
7pm Book
Group “Flight
Behavior”

11

Fri
6pm Family
Game Night
cancelled this
month

5

12

3:30pm Pastoral
Assoc. Mtg
6:30pm
Leadership
Council

5pm BOT retreat
7:30pm OWL
Parent
orientation

18

19

6pm North End
Grp

Sat
10am VAC Mtg
& Installation

6

13

10am OWL
Parent
orientation
1pm North End
Coffee

20

9am Work Party
Please come
and help care
for our shared
home
6:00 Circle
Dinner
Newsletter
Deadline

21
10am U U
W orship

8:45am WIN
5:30pm TWOG

22

28
10am U U
W orship

8:45 WIN
5:30pm TWOG

12pm Equinox
Gathering
4pm Quaker
Worship
5pm Quaker
Business Mtg

4 pm Quaker
Worship
6pm Northend
Dine Out
7pm Dances of
Universal
Peace

1pm Dennis'
Office Hours
7pm Choir
rehearsal

2

September 2014

29

23

10am Women's
Group
1pm Dennis'
Office Hours
7:00 Seeking
Spirit
Conversation

30

1 pm Dennis'
Office Hours
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

24

9am New Event

25

6pm BOT mtg

26

7pm Greening
Congregation
Movie:
Dancing with
Thoreau

27

8:45am UU
Discovery
Day,
Eastshore UU,
Bellevue
10:30 South End
Coffee

“The price of anything
is the amount of your life
you pay for it." Henry David Thoreau

And always check the most current version of our calendar online at www.uucwi.org

September Worship Services

(Sundays at 10 am unless otherwise noted)

Sept 7: Ingathering & Water Communion with
Rev. Dennis Reynolds
This is our annual time to celebrate our coming
together as a religious community and to honor all
the adventures and experiences that have flowed
through your life over the summer months. Each of
you is invited to bring a small amount of water that
will becomes part of a shared vessel. Likewise, the
streams that are our individual lives come together to
become a community of caring and of sharing.
Music by our Chalice Choir & Frank Allen
Worship Leader: Nydia Blood

Following the service,
join us for our
Salmon Bake & Potluck

Sept 14: This I Believe
Each year at our annual This I Believe
service we have the privilege of hearing
from fellow UUCWI members about
their beliefs. This year will focus on how
our beliefs might "make the world a
better place." Our presenters include
Marie Luczyk, Jarina Moss, Travis Todd,
Larry Morrell and Mary Goolsby
speaking on a wide range of topics from
compassion to interconnectedness to
prejudice.
Music Dave Sweetwood & Ken Merrell
Worship Leaders Libby Roberts, Ken Merrell

Sign-up in the lobby!
$5 per person;
$10 per family
Bring a dish to share for 8 (this
is a true potluck, but no
desserts please)
Sept 21: From You I Receive to You I Give
with Rev. Dennis Reynolds & John Long
Thus begins the lyric to a hymn about receiving and
giving and living. In our congregational community
we covenant to offer service and to help one another.
Yet we also come to church for what we receive.
How do we balance the giving and receiving we do
within a community? Is there a way in which we
might receive through giving?
Explore with us such questions as we examine and
explore that thing called “ministry.”
Music: Laurie Riley, harp
Worship Leaders: Janella Riegel

Sept 28: Evolution of a Lawyer
with Rev. Bill Graves
Rev. Graves will explore his efforts to
find a sense of purpose or calling during
his 33 year career as an attorney and how
that contributed to pull him into becoming
an ordained UU Minister.
A long time member of UUCWI Bill has
served as intern minister of the Skagit UU
Fellowship (Mt. Vernon) and minister of
the Tahoma UU Congregation (Tacoma).
He currently enjoys being an itinerant
preacher with time left over for such
things as veggie gardens, granddaughters
and camping with wife Frances Wood
Music: Eileen Soskin
Worship Leader: Effie Brown

Sept 21: Autumn Equinox/Mabon Celebration noon-1:30
The harvest is bountiful, the school bells are ringing, and soon the leaves
will be ablaze with color. It is time to celebrate the onset of Fall and
rebalance ourselves as we move into the dark half of the year. Join us for
ritual and a potluck feast. Please bring a food item to share – beverages
will be provided. You are also invited to bring a seasonally appropriate
short story, poem, or song to share aloud.
Questions: Contact Janella at earthspirit@uucwi.org

Community Building the UUCWI Way…
Chalice Circles are alive and at various degrees of wellness… how is yours faring?
And what would you wish for it? Recently a few circle conveners met to share
experiences and explore new topics for future conversations. Here is some of what
was discovered:
• Discussions might provide deeper connections with members and friends if we
selected a focused topic. One benefit might even be to discuss congregational topics and thus
improve communication with the Board of Trustees and various committees.
• We are aware of the need to provide an opportunity for new members and friends to integrate into
our church community, especially as our membership grows. Chalice Circles are a natural
mechanism but we are not necessarily skilled at bringing new people into intimate conversations.
• The Circles are not an adequate substitute for our (new defunct) Caring Connections committee
• Nor are the circles a substitute for the “Circle” dinners or “Dinners for 8” – those are an enjoyable
way to meet and socialize with diverse members and friends of the church.
• Shared leadership within each Chalice Circle is essential as well as aiming to keep a balance of
new and older members and friends in a given Circle.
How do you envision your Circle enhancing your experience of UUCWI? How might you help that
happen? If you are NOT a member of a Circle please inform any one of us - Corinne Ludy, John Long,
Lois Chowen
An invitation to explore

“What is Ministry”?
The opening paragraph of our Letter of
Agreement with our Minister establishes the
expectation that ours will be a shared
ministry. The Phase I assessment of our minister
resulted in establishing excellent developmental
goals for both Rev. Dennis and our Board of
Trustees. Phase II is designed to build on that
good work and broaden our assessment to include
the overall ministry of our congregation.
An important lesson we learned from Phase I is
that we bring a wide variety of ideas and
experiences about what “ministry” means. We
have no illusions that our diverse congregation
will become perfectly clear about any one
definition of “ministry’, but we will certainly
learn a great deal about building “shared
ministry” by understanding one another’s
perspectives. In the next few weeks the Phase II
Task Force will be inviting chalice circles,
committees, and men and women’s support
groups to engage in conversations around the
foundational questions, “What do we mean by
ministry - what is it?, who does it?, and how do
we do it? How do we build “shared ministry with
and to one another, our Minister, and our wider
community?” Please plan to join these
conversations - your perspective is important! Effie Brown, for the Phase II Task Force

“Seeking Spirit” Conversations
On November 9th, the theme of our worship
service is Seeking Spirit. This search is often
referred to as a spiritual or faith journey, a
search for enlightenment, awareness, unity,
calm, or the essence of life that is felt but not
seen.
At that service we will explore what
motivates us to seek spirit in our lives. It
seems to be a conscious decision, but it
appears that not everyone feels the urge to do
so. Why is that? We will celebrate some of
the many practices that aid us along the way,
including meditation, service to others, yoga,
ritual, study, prayer, devotion, music. We
will identify what a successful search might
look like. How do we tell if "it's working?"
That's a tough one.
To assist in preparation for the service, I
invite you to join me in my home for an
evening discussing these topics and whatever
else arises. We'll start with a time of silence
and stillness and then "let the games begin!"
I'll provide some food and wine, so an RSVP
would be helpful. Come to either or both of
two dates, Sept 23 and Oct 19 from 6:00
until I kick you out.
Glo Sherman 360-341-4217
glosherman@whidbey.net

Around and About…
Dennis’ September Musings: Moving Next Door
This past month Suzanne and I moved, again. This time, unlike the other 6
times we have moved in the past 5 years, there was no U-Haul involved for
we only moved next door. A neighboring unit in our complex had become
available and so we purchased the condo just upslope from the one we had
been living in for the past year. The peekaboo view was just a little better
and there is a future option for a small addition, so once again we took on
the task, or I should say tasks, of moving.
In addition to the actual move, we did some work in the new unit. We
figured that painting the ceiling and the walls before taking out the carpet
and installing the new wood floors would be easier than it would have been
to try to do all of that whilst living in what is already a compact space. It was easier than living in the
midst of a remodel, but like most remodeling tasks it was more work than anticipated.
This became even more true when the contractor we hoped would do the floor installation was not
available during our time window. So, with the part time help of a young wood worker with another
full time job, we did much of the work ourselves. It was a lot of work added to an already full summer
schedule.
We are now fully moved in, the remodeling is done for now, and our art work is hung again. We trust
that the small change in environment will make a difference in our daily life. Sometimes small
changes can and do make a profound difference in our lives. Yet, such small but important changes
are often very difficult to implement.
I often say to myself if I just lost 10 pounds... if I could get just 20-30 minutes of daily exercise...if I
drove the car just a little less... if I waited just 5 more seconds for that other person to speak... if I
flossed twice a day... if I worked in the garden just a wee bit every day... if I recycled more and bought
fewer things that come prepackaged… if I regularly left 10 minutes earlier for meetings... if I watched
no more than one hour of TV each day...if I baked my own bread ... if I took time to read the New
Yorker... if I sat in contemplative silence just 10 minutes every day... if I could get my computer and
i-Phone calendars synced… if I called or emailed or skyped my kids and my mom a bit more often... if
I spent just a little more time in the woods and on the beach and doing all the other stuff that nurtures
me.
Just small changes, yet each one would make a positive difference. If combined to be part of a small
remodeling project they might change my life.
Big changes are made of many small pieces. Whether what we wish to change is how we spend our
days or how we choose to be together as a congregational community, real change begins with small
actions that seek to make our intentions real. When we move from contemplation to action
transformation begins.
But enough of such speculating, pondering, and writing. It's time for the dog and me to go jogging in
the woods.

Hoot Hoot!!
OWL- Our Whole Lives sexuality education
program for 7th to 9th graders is coming to
UUCWI!! We are so excited to offer this on
Whidbey Island and have talented, wise and
caring teachers Gene Berg and Ruth Richards
working with our youth. The program will run October 2014
through May 2015, and we need your help getting the word out.
Contact Ginger White DRE for more info re_dir@uucwi.org

Gene’s puzzler:
(a) What is the sum of the first
10 odd integers?
(b) The first 100 odd integers?
(c) The first 100 integers?
Post your answers to
gaberg678@gmail.com

The President’s Pen
This past Sunday we had a service about everyday heroes and heroines, a service
designed by Effie Brown and led by Terra Anderson. It was a service that really
touched me, with its wonderful music, powerful readings, and four folks from our
church talking about who in the congregation are their everyday heroes and why. I
have been to a number of different churches and seen some beautiful services, but I
have never attended a church where surprise and delight were so often part of the
experience. And I believe that this happens because of our commitment to “shared
ministry,” a term that you have heard frequently in the past year. To me shared
ministry means that we all share in the care for our community: its worship services, its service to the
local community, and caring for one another.
There are lots of folks involved in crafting our services, and each person brings something different to
the process. At least eight folks were involved in last Sunday's service and that's not counting greeters,
refreshment providers, RE teachers and ushers. None of them was paid. That's not why they gave their
time and talents. We believe that we all have a role to play in making UUCWI a place that meets some
of our deepest needs and expresses some of our highest ideals. If we had a full-time staff, would we
share as deeply making this community work? It's hard to say, but it's also a question we won't have to
answer in the immediate future.
In the last few years the programs of the church have grown substantially and it's natural that we
experience some growing pains. Our shared ministry works better in some areas than others. One area
about which I am concerned is the ministry that used to be carried out by Caring Connections. That
group used to help with needs such as support for shut-ins, transportation to medical appointments,
and meals during family emergencies to name a few of the Caring Connections functions. It's been a
year since we had a Caring Connection group and I wonder if some of the personal needs in our
congregation are not being met. Perhaps Caring Connections is not the best solution to this problem,
but I do believe that a solution is needed. Our affirmation says that we will “dwell together in peace,
seek truth in love, and help one another.” This help is at the core of our shared ministry. I welcome
your feedback as both the Board and the congregation wrestle with this issue. Please share your ideas
and reactions with members of the Board as we work to strengthen our ministry to one another.

Return of the Monthly Coffee Klatch
Now that summer is ending, we are reestablishing the monthly Southend Coffee
Klatch. We have scheduled the back meeting
room at the South Whidbey Commons, 124
Second Street in Langley, for 10:30 to 12:30 on
the 4th Saturday of each month. So come on by,
grab a beverage and a baked good and join us in
the back for coffee, conversation, and connection.
The Northend Coffee Klatch is also continuing
to meet the 2nd Saturday in the Whidbey General
Hospital cafeteria at 1:00.
Our Work Parties on the 3rd Saturday provide an
opportunity for free coffee and the connections
made through working together to care for our
beautiful grounds and building. There are indoor
and outdoor projects and all ages and abilities are
welcome.
Please join in one or more of these opportunities
to congregate with others in our Congregation.

After-Service Refreshments
The Membership Committee extends
our sincere appreciation to the
members and friends of UUCWI for
their contribution of refreshments last year
after our Sunday morning services. Enjoying
coffee and goodies together offers an
opportunity to connect and visit with new and
emergent friends. We strongly believe that
providing refreshments is a valuable service to
our church community so we want to continue
the practice these coming months.
Please let us know if you are willing to
volunteer to do refreshments. If you have
suggestions for improving the refreshment
procedure please contact us. We are hoping
that last year's volunteers will sign up
again. There is a calendar posted on the back
side of the door into the kitchen from the
sanctuary. Sign up soon!!!
- Co-chairs Corinne Ludy & Clara Beier

Pastoral Associates Mission
Statement and Covenant
In the spirit of our Congregational
The Pastoral Associates have
Covenant to help one another, we will
continued to meet and get to
strive to provide support,
know each other and explore how we might best serve the
companionship, and presence to
needs of all in our Congregational Community. Each month
members and friends of UUCWI.
one member of that circle has agreed to serve as Coordinator
and be attentive to arising needs for support.
We will maintain confidentiality and
be willing to serve all.
The coordinator for September is Suzanne Reynolds, for
October it is Diane Ahuna and in November Sara Heath.
We covenant to the congregation of
These folks will seek to follow up with those who share a joy the UUCWI to work with our minister,
or sorrow on Sundays, to take calls of emails from those who religious exploration director,
might want a visit from one of this team. If you'd like an ear
administrator, Chalice Circles, Caring
to listen and someone to share with during hard times do not
Connections, and the Membership
hesitate to talk with the monthly coordinator or Reverend
Committee in a continuing process to
Dennis.
cherish and care for all members of
our congregational community. We
The group has also created a mission statement (see side bar)
will:
that we hope will help inform all of our intentions and the
service we hope to provide to the community.
• Visit the ill at home or in the
hospital.
The Pastoral Associates serve at the invitation of the minister
• Support those going through a life
and he or she will provide appropriate supervision. Pastoral
crisis.
Associates do not serve as counselors and this program and its
members are not intending to provide for material needs such • Maintain contact with those unable
as food and transportation.
to attend church due to illness or
disability.
Pastoral Associates seek to offer an ear to listen deeply, a
•
Support friends and family involved
hand to hold, and a caring presence to all who need and seek
in care giving,
such connection and support.
• Comfort the bereaved,
Contact information
• Seek information about the needs of
For the month of September Suzanne Reynolds is the person
all.
to call if you or another member of the congregational
Pastoral Care Team members
community has need of the supporting presence of a Pastoral
covenant to each other
Associate. The Associates assist our minister and our
•
to
give mutual support, fellowship,
chaplain in meeting the needs of all.
and advice.
Suzanne can be reaching by phone at (541)517-7325 or email
• to invest time and effort to help
at sreynolds123@gmail.com
each other towards spiritual growth
and enrichment.

Pastoral Associates
Update

Circle Dinners resume Saturday
th

evening, September 20 . The first
dinner of the year will be in the home of
Dan and Lois Anderson in Freeland, A
potluck of sorts, call Dan and Lois or email
them (they are in the directory) or chat at
church, and tell them what you want to
bring. It can be a salad, a couple of
veggies, a main course, or a dessert. Wine
and breads along with appetizers are
needed Join the fellowship of old and new
members and friends. They have room for
6 of you. The first 6 to contact them are
the lucky ones. J

Annual Church Auction Saturday, Nov 1st

It’s time to consider what you want to donate and
what part you would like to play in creating an
unusual, delightful auction this year.
Día de los Muertos, a national Mexican holiday, is a
time of fun, remembrances of loved ones, and a time
of costumes, food and frivolity. It is celebrated in
Latin nations on Nov 1, so we will celebrate it as
well during our auction. For ideas for costumes,
check out these photos. It may seem strange to us
Gringos, but it provides a fun way to be creative with
face makeup for all. We will have a traditional
Mexican meal. Contact Jelcy for more information:
jelcy@jelcy.com

Meet your UUCWI leaders…

introducing John Long, president of the Board of Trustees.
I was raised in the suburbs of Tacoma and attended the quaintly-named
Little Church on the Prairie. It sounds a bit like Laura Ingalls Wilder, but
it was very suburban and we didn't ride to church on horseback. The
church was Presbyterian, and I remember with fondness the youth
program that I attended all the way through high school. We had a youth
director named Bob Grove and I loved the programs that Bob created for
us. It didn't hurt that a couple of girls I admired from afar also attended
the youth programs on Sundays and Wednesday nights. Looking back I
have to admit that the regular services didn't inspire me, often dealing
with what seemed to sixteen-year-old me a prepared set of beliefs and
practices that we merely had to adopt in order to accomplish our purpose
in life. Not much thought and examination needed. Yet the classes Bob
led were thoughtful and frequently challenged us young folks to think about a broader world than
Tacoma and the ways we might live in and contribute to that world.
Then I went off to college and church attendance, as well as any form of spiritual life, fell away as I
embraced the excitement of what I took to be independence. And progressive politics seemed a much
more righteous path than religion. This was the era of SDS and civil rights marches in Mississippi and
Dylan's “Masters of War.”
By the time I graduated and got married and served two years of alternative service, I wasn't looking
for a spiritual life. I just wanted an English teaching job. I didn't know that I would find in that job (I
stayed there until I retired in 2005) a community of people who shared many of the same values and
cared deeply for each other as well as the kids in our care.
But in 2005 Camille and I left our Tacoma life behind and moved to Whidbey, looking for new
adventures. We had no place in our lives for church at that point, but our friend Frances Wood invited
us to church with her and suddenly there was a community welcoming and embracing these
newcomers. At that point I had no idea how that little group meeting Sunday afternoons in the annex
of Trinity Lutheran would shape my life. I often wonder what life here might have been like if it
wasn't for Francie's invitation. I know it wouldn't be anything like the life I have now. And I thank
you all for that!

UU Discovery Day!
The Pacific Northwest District of UU congregations is presenting a day of
workshops called Discovery Day on September 27 at East Shore Unitarian in
Bellevue. The theme is Interconnection – Innovation – Impact. Leaders from UU
congregations throughout the Pacific Northwest will share their passion and
experience with those eager to discover how to live our faith more deeply,
meaningfully and effectively, a chance for UUs to learn from one another. From
9:30 through 4:15 we have opportunity to attend as many as five 75-minute workshops led by peers
and professionals. With 5 choices per session, on topics as varied as advocating immigration reform,
story telling, being a better greeter, building beloved community, preaching and worship arts,
facilitating a poetry class, administering RE programs, intersections of oppression and compassion,
stewardship: let’s talk money, etc. there is surely something that will excite and interest you. Some of
these workshops will even be available on line if you cannot manage the journey to Bellevue that day!
Go to the Discovery Day page for workshop descriptions and full details. You will see a Click to
Register link and a separate link to Register for Online Participation. The registration fee for either
onsite-attendance or for online-participation is only $15 per person. Advance registration is required
and closes September 10. If you register for online-participation, after September 11 we will email
you the link and instructions to connect on Saturday, September 27.
Spread the word and invite a friend! We could have an entire UUCWI caravan representing our
congregation at this fun and informative event.

Social Responsibility Council News
SRC…Be In the Know!
Did you know….that concerted action is being focused on climate change through a newly formed
collaboration of Unitarian organizations? That’s right! The Unitarian Universalist Association, UU
Service Committee, the UU College of Social Justice, the UU Ministers Association, UU Ministry for
Earth, and others have created Commit2Respond. The People’s Climate March in New York City on
September 21 (and related events throughout the country) will kickoff Commit2Respond. What can
we do in our community to support Commit2Respond? Please share your ideas with the SRC as we
plan next steps.
Did you know…that 46 members of UUCWI are “totally committed” to passing I-594 to reduce gun
violence by extending background checks on gun purchases in WA state? Thanks to all who
completed the SRC survey and learned more about this important November ballot issue. We look
forward to Board action in late August on our request for Congregational Endorsement of I-594.
Two years ago UUCWI decided to join Earth Ministry and
other congregations on Whidbey Island, and to declare
ourselves a Greening Congregation. Last year that work
manifest as a series of workshops and films. This year the
emphasis is on the morality of climate change. So our Fall
film series, entitled, Moral Ground, begins Friday,
September 26 at 7 PM in the UUCWI Sanctuary with the
film Dancing with Thoreau. This documentary by local
filmmaker Chris Korrow debuted on June 22nd at the
Clyde Theater to an appreciative audience. It explores the
numerous subtle yet astounding benefits which connecting
with nature has for all of us, but especially children. The
film features interviews with scientists, educators and
religious leaders such as: David Suzuki, Richard Louv,
Denis Hayes, Rev. Sally G. Bingham, the Dalai Lama and
others deeply engaged in sharing the health, cultural and
psychological benefits of working and playing outside or
just beholding the simple wonders of Creation. Afterwards,
the filmmaker will take questions along with a
representative from the Maxwelton Outdoor Classroom.

Fall Movie Series: Friday nights,
7:00pm in the UUCWI sanctuary
September 26- “Dancing with
Thoreau” with Chris Korrow and a
representative from the Maxwelton
Outdoor Classroom
October 24 – “Plant For the Planet”
children’s powerpoint and Alec
Loorz’s video “Now We Children
Save the World”
November 21– “Forks over Knives”
film and Steve Rothboeck of Animal
Welfare

Did you know?
For our dedicated offering on August 24th we collected $534 for Helping Hands of South Whidbey.
Thank you for your generosity, UUCWI!

Standing on the Side of Love
UUCWI members attended and marched at the
Queer Parade in downtown Langley, Sunday,
August 17th Holding the banner are Suzanne
Reynolds, Jean DeVinny, a visiting UU from
Portland, John Long, Gene Berg and Gaea Van
Breda. Rev Dennis was up ahead handing out candy
to parade goers. Claire Moore and Marsha Morgan
marched in crazy hats. Ginger White and Eileen
Soskin were spotted as were probably many others
of our members who declare that they will stand on the side of love! The banner’s message of
inclusive love was met with applause all along the parade route. Photo by our friend Sharen Heath
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commitment or union) and pastoral visits.

Administrator: Mavis Cauffman
admin@uucwi.org
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Newsletter Information:
News, announcements, events, and other items of
interest to members of the congregation should be
submitted in writing by the 20th of each month to
editor, Terra Anderson at newsletter@uucwi.org.
Suggestions for articles and information of interest
to the whole congregation are encouraged.
Items submitted after press time will appear in the
following month's newsletter if appropriate.

Communications Committee:
Terra Anderson, Newsletter Editor
Mavis Cauffman, Congregational Administrator
Charlie Knutila, Website Manager:
wwg_chair@uucwi.org
UUCWI’s website: www.uucwi.org
“Like” us on Facebook … Search for Whidbey
Unitarian or UUCWI

